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           FROM
   THE EDITOR’S DESK
 Bob Cremer

   FALL IN
        
        A warm welcome is extended to the following
   new members.
     Rohan Sharples, Michael Fogarty, Peter McDermott,
         Peter Heslop, George Harris, Alexander Hill,
     David Hiatt, Jane Hiatt, Stephen Ellis,
             David Constable, George Harris  
        

As	we	approach	the	end	of	2017	we	have	been	very	busy	not	only	
with normal RSL work but packing up and preparing inventories 
for	our	relocation	to	the	Grant	Cameron	Offices	(old	Holder	High	
School)	in	Mulley	Street,	Holder,	with	the	move	scheduled	for

Wednesday	25th October so by the time you receive this edition we will have relocated.

You do not realise how much stuff	you	tend	to	accumulate	-	and	it	gets	worse	the	longer	you	stay	
in	one	place	-	although	most	service/ex-service	people	get	used	to	packing,	preparing	inventories	
and unpacking at some new location until the next move.  With the President stating in his report 
that we had been at the Yamba site for the past 58 years we had certainly collected a considerable 
amount of stuff. 

I was one of the group that went on the bus trip out to the Remount premises at Bowning during 
Veterans’	Health	Week	as	I	wanted	to	check	out	the	facilities	and	be	able	to	include	a	photo	or	two	
in this edition.  A very pleasant trip and a delicious morning tea.

A pleasing result below with the number of new members who have recently joined to become part 
of	the	organisation	and	hopefully	become	Executive	and/or	Board	members.		

Finally, have a happy and enjoyable Christmas with family and friends and a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year.  
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  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
   Jim Gilchrist

The end of an era and the start of a new beginning!
The	Woden	Valley	RSL	Sub-Branch	has	relocated	from	the	Yamba	
Sports Club in Irving Street, Phillip, to the Grant Cameron Com-
munity	Centre	in	Mulley	Street,	Holder.
Having	first	moved	to	a	new	building	in	Irving	Street	on	13th Sep-
tember	1969,	as	the	West	Canberra	RSL	Sub-Branch,	the	Woden	
Valley	RSL	Bowling	and	Recreation	Club	was	officially	opened	on	
11th	October	1969.		With	some	significant	changes	to	the	ownership	
of the premises and the evolution of what we now know as the 
Woden	Valley	RSL	Sub-Branch,	this	site	has	been	our	home	for	
the past 58 years.

While details of the current move and the new premises will be covered elsewhere in this edition 
of The Serviceman, I take this opportunity to thank all members who were involved in what has 
been	a	rigorous	process	to	plan	and	conduct	the	move;	having	first	found	the	building	and,	then,	
negotiated our lease with the ACT Government that is now our landlord.  In particular, I thank our 
Deputy	President,	Brooke	Thorpe	for	his	unfailing	efforts	to	find	and	test	the	premises,	negotiate	
with the Government, prepare the facilities, and plan and oversee the actual move.

It	is	important	to	note	also,	that	the	Sub-Branch	will	retain	its	close	association	with	the	Canberra	
Southern	Cross	Club	(CSCC),	and	it	has	suitably	relocated	or	otherwise	protected	various	mem-
orabilia associated with the Yamba site.  Again, we will provide more information about these 
issues in due course.

It’s	worth	noting	that	the	Sub-Branch	funded	the	relocation	as	part	of	the	increased	drawdown	
from	the	Asset	Management	Fund	(AMF)	that	members	approved	recently.		The	move	has	provided	
an opportunity to upgrade critical elements of the technology required to support and sustain our 
work	within	the	the	VSC	and	the	Sub-Branch.		While	there	have	been	some	initial	capital	outlays	
in	this	regard,	the	Board	is	confident	these	expenses	are	an	investment	in	our	future	and	that	we	
will	realise	benefits	to	the	services	we	provide	and	in	some	through-life	costs.		Pending	an	official	
opening, I invite members to inspect and enjoy the new facilities as they are able.

In	the	meantime,	and	without	too	much	disruption,	the	Veterans’	Support	Centre	(VSC)	continued	
to	attract	and	support	many	clients	while	the	Sub-Branch	activities	continued	much	as	normal.		
Again, I thank our members and others who continue to provide this essential support to the Veteran 
Community in the ACT and region.  I offer a special vote of thanks to our paid staff who keep the 
wheels turning and assist volunteers, members and clients accordingly.

The three major functions of the VSC remain assisting veterans with claims and appeals; the welfare 
assistance that supports veterans of all ages and their families; and the small but growing support 
provided to veterans through the Transition Team.   >>>
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The Day Club continues to support older members and others from the general community through 
their weekly gatherings at the Irish Club.  In addition to the regular activities, the Club safely 
returned from a recent excursion to Casuarina Sands, where I am assured, ‘A good time was had 
by all, despite some chilly weather’.

We have a small but dedicated group of hospital visitors who attend patients in the three major 
hospitals in our area; an even smaller team that makes birthday calls, and some who provide funeral 
tributes to our members and other veterans.  As noted in most editions, I encourage members and 
other readers to consider volunteering in one of the many roles available to sustain and grow our 
Sub-Branch	or	VSC	responsibilities.		If	you	have	the	time,	we	can	find	you	a	job!

Another	regular	feature	of	this	report,	is	a	comment	on	our	finances.		The	Board	and	Executive	
both continue to contribute to the necessary and prudent governance and management provisions 
to ensure that all monies are spent appropriately and that all funds are duly accounted for.  Where 
possible,	we	continue	to	seek	financial	support	from	DVA	to	support	specific	activities	and	projects,	
and we are continually reviewing options to attract support in money or kind from other sources.

In this regard, I acknowledge the grant that the CSCC has provided to support some of our expenses 
over the next two years.  While details will be provided separately, I am grateful for this commitment 
that	reflects	the	long-term	relationship		between	the	CSCC	and	the	Sub-Branch.

On a disappointing  note, the Board has been unable to formalise an agreement with Branch re-
garding	the	Sub-Branch’s	operation	and	management	of	the	VSC	as	was	directed	at	the	Branch	
Congress	in	March.		Similarly,	the	Branch	has	reduced	its	financial	support	to	the	VSC,	from	that	
which it has provided over the past year or so.

Notwithstanding	any	difficulties,	it	is	critical	that	we	continue	to	resource	our	staff	and	volunteers	
appropriately so that they, in turn, can support our members and clients.  Please not that, with the 
exception	of	the	Annual	Christmas	Party,	we	conduct	all	Sub-Branch	functions	and	activities	on	
a	break-even	basis.		We	provide	a	small	subsidy	to	the	Christmas	party	as	a	means	of	thanking	
our volunteers for the work they have done through the year.  As far as is possible, we fund VSC 
activities	through	DVA	grants	that	are	topped	up	by	Sub-Branch	funds	as	part	of	the	services	we	
provide.  Where appropriate and possible, we also seek reimbursement for part or all of the funds 
we provide to veterans in need.

In closing, I offer a small correction to the quote I provided in the last edition of The Serviceman, 
wherein	I	cited	Sir	Robert	Menzies,	who,	in	1942,	said,	“...the	instinct	to	give	them	a	chance	in	
life	-	to	make	them	not	leaners but lifters	-	is	a	noble	instinct”.		Unfortunately,	as	the	word	leaners, 
became learners, the quote lost some of its intended relevance to the need to encourage all of us 
to	get	involved	and	to	lend	a	hand.		The	Sub-Branch	has	a	wonderful	history	and,	as	we	start	this	
new chapter, I encourage all members and readers to become not leaners, but lifters!

I thank all of our present teams of lifters for the work they do, and wish everyone a very merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year.
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Come and Help us Celebrate

WHAT:    Our	Grand	opening	of	 the	new	Sub-Branch		
	 				Headquarters

WHERE:  The Grant Cameron Community Centre,
	 					14/27	Mulley	Street,	Holder	ACT	2611.

WHEN:  			It	is	planned	to	have	the	official	opening
	 				of	the	new	centre	in	February	2018	with
	 				the	date	to	be	confirmed.

WHO:    All	members	of	the	Sub-Branch	including
    family friends and carers are invited.
    A number of VIPs will also be present at
    the opening.

Light refreshments will be served.  Please let Joyce know 
at admin@rslwoden.org.au if you can attend for catering 
purposes.

   
   HOSPITAL VISITING

The	Sub-branch	has	an	ongoing	need	 for	volunteers	 to	participate	 in	our	Hospital	visiting	
program.		The	commitment	is	for	one	half	day	each	week,	for	two	months	per	year	(eg.,	March	
&	September).		This	is	not	an	onerous	task	for	those	participating,	but	comforting	to	those	in	
hospital.		For	further	information	contact	the	Sub-branch	office –– 6285 1931
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            Evacuation of Australian Sisters & Nurses from Sumartra
    Barry Millar

This story is the result of a chance meeting with a parent at my grandson’s footy match.  The parent 
is the son of the pilot who flew Sister Vivian Bullwinkel - the only survivor of a Japanese massacre 
of British and Australian nurses on Banka Island, out of captivity in Sumartra after hostilities in 
the area ceased.  It was in 1980-81 when my wife and I had the honour of meeting Vivian and 
chatting with her at HMAS Stirling.  

Attached is a transcript of the actual report of the pilot, Squadron Leader Fred Madson DFC to 
W/D	W.	Lampe	OBE	Commanding	36	Squadron,	dated	16th	November,	1945.

On	14th	September	1945,	war	correspondents,	Haydon	Leonard	and	Edward	Dunstan	approached	
me in Singapore with information from a returned prisoner of war that survivors of the Australian 
Sisters	and	Nurses	torpedoed	in	the	Banka	Strait	in	1942	were	imprisoned	in	the	Palembang	area	
of Sumartra, and asked if I would be willing to take an aircraft to Palembang in an attempt to locate 
them and bring them out.  I agreed subject to permission from the Command in Singapore.  This 
information was passed to Brigadier Lloyd and the Group Captain Commanding RAF Station 
Kalang both of whom gave me permission to make the attempt.

The only information available on the serviceability of Palembang strip was that it was suitable 
for light aircraft only, so I decided to take only six passengers apart from the normal crew.  These 
passengers	were	Colonel	Hayes	RAPWI,	a	Major,	British	Paratroop	Regiment,	Sister	Chandler,	
No2	MAETU,	Major	Windsor	RAMC	and	his	medical	orderly,	and	Haydon	Leonard.		On	arrival	at	
Talangbetoetoe	Strip	Palembang,	I	found	the	strip	to	be	hard	surfaced	and	approximately	2000yds	in	
length	and	after	several	low	runs	landed	successfully.		Members	of	the	Japanese	Air	Force	flagged	
us	in	to	dispersal	and	on	alighting	were	met	by	the	Japanese	Senior	Officers	present.		They	appeared	
to be rather friendly and cooperative although the fact that not one of them appeared to understand 
English	made	it	difficult	to	impress	on	them	that	we	were	to	be	taken	to	their	Headquarters	in	
Palembang.  On the way we were met by a party of Australian POWs who were of great assistance 
in	taking	us	to	the	correct	Japanese	Officers.

We	had	great	difficulty	impressing	on	them	that	we	had	come	to	Palembang	to	locate	the	girls	
but after wasting a great deal of time discovered they were being held in a prison camp about ten 
miles	south	of	Loebok	Linggau,	170	miles	west	of	Palembang.	 	The	nearest	strip	to	this	camp	
was at Lahat about halfway, but here again, nobody seemed to be able to give me any idea of its 
dimensions etc.  By this time three hours had been wasted and on the information volunteered by 
the	POWs,	the	weather	generally	closed	in	about	1500hrs,	I	decided	the	best	thing	to	do	was	return	
to Singapore with ill prisoners and all the information that RAPWI would require, and leave a 
party in Palembang to contact the girls and get them out.  The English members of the party were 
naturally more interested in assisting the most necessitous in Palembang so I asked my Second 
Pilot,	Flying	Officer	K.	Brown	and	Haydon	Leonard	if	they	would	be	prepared	to	go	in	by	road	to	
contact the girls and get to Lahat by the next morning.  On the way they would look at the strip at 
Lahat	and	phone	back	its	condition	and	if	suitable	for	a	Douglas	DC47	to	land	there.	
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I was then to return to Palembang the following morning and, if possible, proceed to Lahat to pick 
them up for the return trip to Singapore.

At	1600hrs	F/O	Brown,	Haydon	Leonard	and	an	Englishman	Captain	Smith,	set	out	by	road	for	
Lahat	accompanied	by	a	Japanese	interpreter	and	drivers,	reaching	Lahat	at	2100hrs.		They	were	
met	by	a	Dutch	Paratrooper,	Sgt	Van	Hassellt,	who	had	parachuted	in	three	or	four	days	previous-
ly.		He	was	informed	of	their	intentions	and	was	of	the	opinion	that	they	were	mad	to	attempt	it	
at	night	as	the	roads	were	practically	impassable	even	in	daylight.		However,	the	two	Australians	
were determined to carry on with the original plan and agreed to discuss the matter after they had 
inspected	the	aerodrome.		With	the	aid	of	vehicle	headlamps	and	torches	the	field	was	found	to	
be	quite	sound,	and	large	enough	to	accommodate	a	C47.		This	information	was	passed	back	to	
Palembang by phone for my attention the next day.

After	a	quick	dinner	at	the	Japanese	Officers’	mess,	the	plan	was	discussed	with	Japanese	officers	
who	did	everything	they	could	to	assist	supplying	a	train,	various	vehicles	and	drivers.		At	2345hrs	
it	was	decided	that	Haydon	Leonard	and	Sgt	Van	Hassellt	would	proceed	by	train	equipped	with	all	
available	mattresses	and	supplies	and	F/O	Brown	was	to	attempt	to	get	through	by	road	accompa-
nied	by	Japanese	guards	and	the	interpreter.		The	plan	was	for	F/O	Brown	to	get	to	the	camp	and	
transport the girls to the station in readiness for such time as the train might arrive.  Unfortunately 
the roads were extremely bad and the Japanese drivers did not seem to have knowledge of driving 
on	greasy	roads.		However,	due	to	F/O	Brown’s	untiring	efforts	the	convoy	arrived	at	the	camp	
shortly after the other party.

The	girls	had	been	notified	from	Lahat	that	an	attempt	was	being	made	to	get	through	and	had	
already packed their scant belongings and were ready to move out.  The train departed for Loebok 
Linggau	at	0850hrs	and	reached	Lahat	at	1000hrs.		From	there	the	girls	were	transported	by	road	
to the strip to await the arrival of the aircraft.

In	the	meantime,	I	had	flown	into	Palembang	again	carrying	Matron	in	Chief	AANS	and	her	PA	
and	several	sisters	to	assist	in	treating	cases	in	the	Palembang	area.		Here	I	received	information	
that Lahat strip was serviceable and proceeded there with the Matron in Chief, her PA Sister Chan-
dler	and	Major	Windsor.		We	took	off	from	Lahat	at	approximately	1500hrs	with	the	24	surviving	
Australian	Sisters	and	Nurses	and	six	English	women	internees,	arriving	in	Singapore	at	1800hrs.		
[End	of	Report].

Included	with	the	above	material	is	the	transcript	of	the	story	written	by	Haydon	Lennard,	Senior	
War Correspondent in WWII for the Australian Broadcasting Commission and the BBC London, 
New	Guinea,	the	Pacific,	China,	India	and	Burma	war	theatres	..	and	later	a	United	Nations	war	
correspondent in Korea.

For	his	work	as	a	correspondent	in	WWII,	Lennard	was	awarded	the	US	Pacific	Asiatic	medal	by	
General	Douglas	MacArthur.		His	account	will	be	published	in	the	next	edition.
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Legacy Week Launch
Greg Kennett

Woden	RSL	Sub-Branch	members,	95	years-old	Len	Griffiths	and	94	years-old	Les	Cook	were	at	
the	Australian	War	Memorial	for	the	launch	of	Legacy	Week	on	Monday	28th	August,	2017.		The	
launch coincided with the departure from Brisbane of a group of Youth Legatees and serving ADF 
personnel to Papua New Guinea to walk the Kokoda Track.

Len and Les, both Kokoda veterans, were invited by Legacy to attend the ceremony and lay a wreath.  
Both gentlemen deservedly attracted a lot of attention on the day from dignitaries and others present.

Legacy approached the Woden Valley RSL 
Sub-Branch	during	 its	planing	for	Legacy	
Week, seeking veterans of the Kokoda 
campaign who might be able to participate 
in the launch.

Secretary Greg Kennett contacted both Len 
and Les and facilitated their involvement 
which Legacy appreciated.  Interestingly, 
Len and Les had travelled to New Guinea 
in	2012	as	part	of	the	official	veterans	con-
tingent	for	the	commemoration	of	the	70th 
anniversary of the Kokoda campaign and,

Len and Les are pictured at the launch with 
the	Governor-General	 Sir	 Peter	Cosgrove	
and	Lady	Cosgrove,	[above]	who	presented	
them	with	a	Governor-General’s	medallion,	
and	[right]	with	Daniel	Keighran	VC.		

             in fact, the two had shared a room during  
           that trip.

Les	served	on	the	Kokoda	Track	with	the	7th	Division	Signals	and	later	with	the	2/14	Infantry	
Battalion in other New Guinea campaigns.  Les also saw active service during World War II in 
Greece, Crete, Syria and North Africa.
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Knitters unite

The call has gone out for knitters from around 
Australia	to	unite	and	help	create	60,000	poppies	
to mark the centenary of the end of World War I 
in	November	1918.

It is hoped the poppies will carpet the grounds at 
the	Australian	War	Memorial	(AWM)	in	time	for	
the	2018	commemorations.

Various poppy patterns are available at:  http://.poppies-patterns-update-september-2017

Each poppy knitted will represent an Australian life lost in World War I, the Great War remaining 
the	costliest	conflict	to	Australia	in	terms	of	deaths.		Of	the	416,809	men	who	enlisted,	60,000	were	
killed	and	156,000	were	wounded	or	taken	prisoner.		

To help the poppy project, a growing group of Canberrans regularly meet at the War Memorial’s Café 
Poppy’s to add to the growing number of poppies by knitting, crocheting and felting their creations.

School teacher Kelly Turner is learning to knit so that she can teach her students in time to involve 
them in the project.  “I’m super passionate about educating kids about the ANZAC legend in par-
ticular, and why it’s still relevant today,” Mrs Turner said, adding, “They would say it’s old school 
or it’s pretty vintage, but anything they can do to contribute positively to our community sets them 
up to be really positive citizens in the future.”

People from all over Australia have taken up the challenge to knit the poppies in preparation for 
the	commemoration	in	2018.

Each handmade poppy represents an Australian life lost in World War I.
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Look around you.  These are the things they believed in.
Ian Gollings

While	viewing	a	TV	program	about	Parliament	House	recently,	I	was	reminded	of	one	special	
project I was responsible for during my time as National Secretary of the RSL.

In	1984,	the	National	Executive	wanted	to	make	a	contribution	to	the	new	Parliament	House,	the	
design	of	which	had	just	been	announced.		It	was	due	to	be	opened	in	1988,	Australia’s	Bicentennial	
Year.		I	was	asked	to	investigate	the	possibility	of	the	league	donating	its	flagpole	that	would	obvi-
ously become a most prominent landmark.  Meeting with the architects I found that the enormous, 
stainless	steel	flagpole	would	cost	upwards	of	$2,000,000	and	when	I	reported	this	to	the	National	
Executive they immediately lost interest.

However,	discussions	continued	with	Ms	Pamille	Berg,	the	artistic	director	of	the	Parliament	House	
architectural	firm,	Mitchell	Giurgola	Thorp,	about	an	alternative.		She	suggested	the	League	donate	
a	drinking	fountain	to	be	situated	on	the	north-eastern	corner	of	Parliamentary	Drive	surrounding	
Parliament	House	and	she	proposed	an	imaginative	and	unique	design.		With	some	reluctance	the	
National Executive agreed.

The design would feature a polished granite structure surmounted by the four distinctive hats of 
the	Australian	Defence	Force	cast	in	bronze;	the	Army’s	slouch	hat,	the	round	flat-topped	Navy	
hat, the Air Force forage cap and the veil Service nurses wore.  The symbolic image of empty hats 
and	helmets	of	soldiers	had	been	used	from	the	days	of	antiquity	to	represent	the	sacrifice	and	loss	
of life during service to a nation and, here in Canberra, would serve as a constant reminder to the 
politicians	and	visitors	to	Parliament	House	of	the	price	of	peace.

The carved block of granite on which the headdresses sit is a visual reminder of the roots of the 
League	during	World	War	1	and	the	beginnings	of	the	ANZAC	legend	on	the	rocky	cliffs	of	Gallipoli	
in	1915.		The	words	carved	on	the	granite,	Look around you.  These are the things they believed 
in are	meant	to	reflect	the	link	between	the	people	of	the	nation	and	the	institution	of	parliament	
and	the	ideals	for	which	Australia’s	war	dead	made	the	supreme	sacrifice.

These	most	pertinent	words	were	composed	by	ex-serviceman	and	noted	Canberra	poet,	Frank	
McMahon, and reluctantly agreed to by the National Executive, some members of which preferred 
traditional words like Lest We Forget or Their Name Liveth for Evermore.  I had to be at my most 
persuasive to have them agree to these new, unique words.

This	water	fountain	presented	by	the	RSL	overlooks	Parliament	House	representing	democracy,	the	
High	Court	representing	justice,	the	National	Library	and	National	Gallery	representing	freedom	
of thought and belief and the other national institutions that dominate Canberra and symbolise our 
way of life.  The surrounding landscape featuring plains and mountains is a visual reminder of the 
expanse of the land Australia’s war dead had fought for, with the city of Canberra representing the 
people of Australia.       >>>
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On the morning of the 5th	September	1988,	I	paid	a	visit	to	check	that	all	was	in	readiness	for	the	
ceremony later that day when the National Executive would hand over this very special memorial 
to	the	President	of	the	Senate	and	Speaker	of	the	House	of	Representatives	who	would	accept	it	
on behalf of the Parliament and people of Australia.

When I arrived there, I found an elderly lady in tears.  When I asked if I could help her, she said 
“No, I have just been overcome by the beauty of these words”.

Look around you - These are the things they believed in

Did you know?
From ‘SALT’  Vol 3 No 5 - 4th May 1942.

Issued Free - Authorised Australian Army Education Journal

The saying “an Englishman’s house is his castle”, refers to the old English law which forbade 
the	bailiff	from	entering	a	man’s	house	without	first	getting	the	consent	of	the	owner.		The	Earl	of	
Chatham	said,	“The	poorest	man	may,	in	his	cottage,	bid	defiance	to	all	the	forces	of	the	Crown.		
It may be frail, its roof may shake, the wind may blow through it, the storm may enter, the rain 
may enter, but the King of England cannot enter.  All his force dare not cross the threshold of the 
ruined tenement”.

Before candlesticks came into general use toward the end of the reign of Edward VI, candles were 
held or carried before a person by youths expressly chosen for that purpose.  Because the situation 
required not only a steady hand but also a great deal of tact, whenever a new applicant was consid-
ered	for	such	service,	the	question	of	the	candidate’s	fitness	always	arose.		When	an	applicant	was	
rejected,	it	was	because	he	was	thought	“not	fit	to	hold	a	candle	to	him	(the	prospective	employer)”.



14

LEST WE FORGET
“The price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance”

“They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old 
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them”.

	 Daphne	Clarke,	Doris	Edith	Young,	Norma	Margaret	Harris,
Donald	(Don)	William	Coburn,	William	Cosh	McHardy,

Norman Smith, Frederick Dewhurst, Craig Wood.

Red Cross Sister
Sapper Bert Beros

The Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels and other verses. . .’

A	pink	chart	hanging	within	arm-stretch,
It’s just above my eyes here at the head;

I took it down and out of boredom scanned it,
And	read	about	me	-	all	things	it	said.

Zig-zag	lines	and	funny	little	symbols,
Notes the sister jots down now and then;
I wonder if she knows she’s so attractive,

She must have turned the heads of many men.

She’s only small, but she is very active;
I	watch	those	red-caped	shoulders	flitting	by,

And wish that I was young and better looking;
So I might get an answer from her eye. 

[I had pneumonia at the time going to the Middle East.
I never found out her name, but she may remember me

as the man who said he came from the Isle of Man.]
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Dedication Ceremony of the new Peacekeepers Memorial
on ANZAC Parade

On	Thursday	14th	September	2017,	the	70th 
Anniversary of Australian Peacekeeping, 
a dedication was held for the new Peace-
keepers Memorial which also included a 
commemorative service.

A large crowd attended for the ‘Welcome 
to Country’ address by Ngunnawal Elder, 
Mr Warren Daley followed by a ‘Smoking 
Ceremony’ with MC Major General Mark 
Kelly AO DSC, Repatriation Commissioner 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

The	Official	Welcome	was	by	Major	General	Tim	Ford	AO	(Ret’d)	followed	by	the	Dedication	
Address	by	His	Excellency	General	the	Honourable	Sir	Peter	Cosgrove	AK	MC	(Ret’d)	Gover-
nor-General	of	the	Commonwealth	of	Australia.		

At the conclusion of his address, the Gov-
ernor-General	and	Lady	Cosgrove	unveiled	
the Memorial Plaque.

Commemorative	addresses	by	the	Honour-
able Dan Tehan MP, Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs on behalf of the Commonwealth 
Government and a reading by Jessica Love, 
Author of ‘Sometimes’ and daughter of 
Colonel Shaun Love who served as a peace-
keeper in the Sinai Peninsula as part of the 
Multinational Force and Observers.

The	Ode	 of	 Remembrance	was	 by	His	
Excellency	The	Honourable	David	Hurley	
AC	DSC	(Ret’d)	Governor	of	New	South	
Wales and Chief Patron of the Australian 
Peacekeeping Memorial Project.

This	ceremony	was	conducted	on	the	70th 
anniversary	of	Australia’s	first	peacekeep-
ers deployed to the Netherlands East Indies 
(present	day	Indonesia)	in	September	1947.
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Essendon’s new ANZAC Memorial Wall
Don Mountain

Queen’s Park, a large public park located on Mount Alexander 
Road	in	the	Melbourne	suburb	of	Moonee	Ponds	is	a	well-known	
recreation	area	first	known	as	Moonee	Ponds	Reserve	but	renamed	
Queen’s Park in celebration of Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 
1897.		The	explorers	Burke	and	Wills	camped	in	the	reserve	in	1860	
at the start of their fateful journey across Australia.  A monument 
commemorating the event is located in the park.

Occupying a prominent place in the park is the Essendon War 
Memorial, a large obelisk which is located near the main entrance.
It	was	dedicated	on	25th	April	1929.		Although	there	are	several	plaques,	including	commemorating	
both	the	First	and	Second	World	Wars,	Korea	1950-53,	Malaya	1948-60,	Borneo	1962-66	and	
Vietnam	1962-75	on	this	Memorial	there	are	no	individuals	named.

There is a separate Boer War Memorial nearby, the foundation stone of which was laid by Mrs W.J. 
Mountain,	Mayoress	of	Essendon	on	the	Coronation	Day	of	His	Majesty	King	Edward	VII	on	9th 
August	1902	and	lists	the	names	of	68	fallen	and	returned	soldiers.

A	new	memorial	was	dedicated	on	23rd	April	2017.		It	is	in	the	form	of	two	masonry	plinths	running	
parallel	to	the	path	on	the	approach	to	the	main	memorial	and	contains,	on	14	cast	bronze	plaques,	
the	names	of	the	287	men	and	women	who	lived	within	the	boundaries	of	the	City	of	Essendon	at	
the	time	of	WWI	and	who	made	the	supreme	sacrifice.		It	records	the	name,	age,	battle,	Battalion,	
and	the	manner	in	which	they	died.		It	is	sobering	to	note	that	178	(62%)	of	the	soldiers	listed	were	
25	years	old	or	younger.		56	died	at	Gallipoli,	Turkey,	including	13	members	of	Pompey	Elliott’s	
7th	Battalion	who	were	cut	down	on	the	day	of	the	landing	(25th	April	1915).		A	further	148	lost	
their lives in France and 48 in Belgium.

It	is	fitting	that	this	memorial	is	located	in	Queen’s	Park,	complementing	the	Cenotaph,	which	
has been the centre of ANZAC Day Ceremonies in the district for 88 years, since its unveiling on 
25th	April	1929.

The new memorial will remind the many people who pass through the gates to enjoy the beauty 
of	the	park,	and	of	the	great	sacrifice	made	by	these	young	people	to	preserve	our	freedom	over	
a hundred years ago.

The monument was dedicated by the Minister of the Ascot Vale Uniting Church and Army Chaplain, 
Rev	Ron	Rosinsky	at	a	brief	service	on	Sunday	23rd April, following the City of Moonee Valley 
and	Essendon	RSL	ANZAC	Service.		Historical	Society	President,	Bob	Chalmers,	gave	a	brief	
address	and	invited	John	Hills	to	lay	a	wreath	at	the	foot	of	the	monument	in	memory	of	those	who	
lost their lives.       >>>
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  John Hills laying a Wreath at the foot of the new Memorial in Queen’s Park 
       at the Dedication on 23rd April 2017 (photo Courtesy Julie Scott)

The	memorial	wall	was	an	initiative	of	the	Essendon	Historical	Society	and	was	jointly	funded	
by the City of Moonee Valley and the Department of Veteran’s Affairs, through a successful grant 
undertaken	by	the	Essendon	Historical	Society.

Two of the plaques installed on the Memorial Wall
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      RSL POPPY APPEAL
           Mon 6th to Fri 10th November 2017
Woden	Valley	RSL	Sub-Branch	wishes	to	acknowledge	the	partnership	between	WESTFIELD	
WODEN,	MIRVAC	and	 the	Sub-Branch	 in	providing	 sites	 in	Woden	Plaza	 and	Cooleman	
Court. Other sites for our Poppy Appeal are Kambah Village Shops, Wanniassa Shops and the 
Canberra	Hospital.		These	facilities	contribute	significantly	to	the	success	of	the	Sub-Branch	
important fundraising activity.

       Appeal Coordinators: 	Jan	Properjohn	&	Chris	Hammond

Sub-Branch Notices

Christmas Party Wed	6th		Dec	12:00	for	12:30pm CSCC Orion Room

Closing	date	for	the	2018	ANZAC	Edition	of	‘The Serviceman’	-	Fri	16th Feb.

Closure of Sub-Branch Office over the
Christmas/New Year Period

The	Sub-Branch	Office	will	close	at	Midday	on	Friday	15th	December	2017,
			reopening	at	0900	on	Tuesday	2rd	January,	2018.

   Christmas Party
       Wednesday 6th December 2017
        Venue ––”Orion Room CSCC”
     12.00 for 12.30pm - Dress Casual
 For Members & Partners  Take special note of the time
      Cost $32.00		-		OOWII ‘Gongs’ should be worn.
        Make a note in your diary for this year’s Christmas Party.
	 						 				Tickets	now	available	from	the	Sub-Branch	office.
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Eddison Day Club
Peter Sutton, Chair & Coordinator

Since the last edition of The Serviceman we have had a challenging time due to decreasing number 
of volunteers, due to health issues, travel and general availability, we have had to ‘juggle’ duties 
with the numbers we have.

On	23rd Jun, regular speaker Mr Barrie Virtue, told us about some outstanding Australian inventions, 
and	on	30th	Jun,	Mrs	Dorothy	Zenz	spoke	about	exotic	birds	and	animals	that	the	U3A	photographic	
club	have	captured	through	the	lens.		On	7th	Jul	we	celebrated	the	150th anniversary of the Canadian 
Republic,	and	on	14th another song and dance group, ‘Connections’ returned, and we celebrated 
‘Christmas	in	July’	on	21st with Ms Liz Lumb on the keyboard with members singing Christmas 
songs,	followed	by	a	traditional	Christmas	lunch	complete	with	individual	plum	pudding.		On	28th 
Jul, Mr Michael Mulvaney from ACT Parks and Gardens spoke about local insects and spiders.  
“Keribou”, another regular entertainment group came to sing popular and standard tunes which 
allow	members	to	sing	along,	and	on	11th Aug, Dr. Madelaine Nichol, from John Curtin School of 
Medical	Research	at	ANU	spoke	of	developments	in	cancer	research.		On	18thAug, Vietnam Vet-
erans’	Day,	Mr	Peter	Dinham	AM,	Past	President	of	the	Sub-Branch	spoke	of	his	tour	of	Vietnam	
and	his	return	visit	there	after	a	40	year	absence.		We	had	to	cancel	our	entertainment	on	25th as 
Mr Mike Trinic had unexpected health issues.  Mike and his wife Jean have entertained us with 
their home produced video presentations of their trips through Europe.

On	the	first	day	of	Spring,	1st Sep, we had a Spring Fashion Parade, with prizes for the best dressed 
and on 8th	Mrs	Kath	Holtz	from	Australian	National	Botanic	Gardens,	told	us	about	the	plans	for	
a	Tropical	Conservatory	soon	to	be	built.		World	Peace	Day,	15th Sep, Mr Alex Reynolds, another 
Past	President,	spoke	about	the	many	attempts	to	bring	world	peace,	firstly	through	the	League	
of	Nations,	and	then	the	United	Nations.		On	22nd Sep, Mr Brad Smith spoke of the geography, 
history	and	culture	in	this	the	150th year of the Canadian Republic and Mr Alex Reynolds returned 
on	29th Sep, this time to speak of recent changes at the Australian War Memorial, where he has 
been a volunteer guide for many years.

On	6th Oct, Mr Geoff Roberts returned to entertain us with Austrian and Swiss music with many of 
the tunes easily recognisable.  Another regular group are Laurie MacDonald and Denise Burton, 
both Bush Poets, who write topical and historical verse, some humourous, some sad.  ‘Connections’ 
returned	on	20th	Oct	singing	standards	and	popular	songs,	and	we	celebrated	‘Halloween’	with	a	
fashion	parade.		On	3rd Nov, we travelled by bus and car to Cotter Reserve for our annual picnic 
and BBQ.  Mr John Kent did all the shopping for the meat, bread and essentials and Mrs Merna 
Gillard made her famous hamburgers with members providing salads, cakes and slices.  We sang 
our Club song and did a light exercise program directed by Ms Julie Cronin.  The day started out 
fine	but	wind	sprung	up	and	it	started	to	rain	and	it	was	a	challenge	to	keep	items	‘anchored’.		We	
were mostly under shelter, but the wind was annoying, although a good day was had by all despite 
the weather.
The	‘Military	Wives	Choir’	returned	on	10th Nov to entertain with beautiful tap dancing, with some 
up and coming young dancers led by their mothers.     >>>
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Ministerial Statement on Veterans and their Families
 The following is an extract from a Ministerial statement to the Parliament
        by Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Dan Tehan on 14th August 2017.

There	are	currently	around	58,000	Australians	serving	in	our	Defence	Forces.	 	No	matter	who	
they are, all of them will become veterans.  In the Australian community, there are an estimated 
320,000	veterans	who	have	been	deployed.		On	average,	our	ADF	personnel	will	serve	for	around	
eight	and	a	half	years.		Each	year,	around	5,200	will	leave.		In	the	last	twelve	months,	over	1,400	
members of the Australian Defence Force separated for reasons not of their choosing.  Ten years 
ago,	just	over	740	members	separated	involuntarily.

The	Department	of	Veterans’	Affairs	supports	about	291,000	Australians.		Just	over	half	are	veterans	
or	currently	serving	members	of	the	ADF.		Around	48%	are	women.		Around	82,000	are	widows	
or	widowers	and	around	2,500	are	children	of	veterans.

Today,	more	than	203,000	of	DVA’s	clients	are	65	years	or	over	while	about	23,000	are	under	the	
age	of	40.		The	Department	employs	around	2,000	staff	throughout	Australia.		About	a	third	of	
them	in	Canberra.		The	rest	are	spread	across	offices	in	each	state	and	territory,	in	capital	cities	
and regional towns.

In	a	typical	9	to	5,	five-day	week,	DVA	will	process	about	95	compensation	or	income	support	forms	
every hour, receive two letters or emails every minute, and take a phone call every couple of seconds.

At	the	Veterans’	Review	Board	there	were	over	2,900	decisions	made	in	2015/16.		Of	these,	nearly	
half	were	made	to	change	or	reverse	the	decision	of	the	Department.		If	veterans	are	not	satisfied	with	
a	decision	of	the	review	board,	they	may	apply	to	the	Administrative	Appeals	Tribunal.		In	2015/16,	
223	of	the	307	rulings	of	the	Administrative	Appeal	Tribunal	were	made	against	the	Department.

Recently, we have implemented a trial of Alternative Dispute Resolution for veterans who choose 
to appeal a decision with the Veterans’ Review Board.  As a result, cases that may have taken up 
to a year to resolve have been resolved in as little as three months.  We are now rolling this out 
nationwide.		In	2013/14,	wait	times	for	initial	liability	under	the	Military	Rehabilitation	and	Com-
pensation	Act	and	for	the	Safety,	Rehabilitation	and	Compensation	Act	were	144	days	and	160	
days	respectively.		They	have	now	come	down	to	107	and	110	days	respectively.

On	24th Nov, Mrs Mary Oakes is to speak about ‘The Importance of DNA’, and Ms Louise Page, 
a	local	soprano	is	coming	to	sing	for	us	on	1st Dec.  The Day Club begins its Christmas break after 
the Christmas function on 8th Dec	with	a	traditional	Christmas	lunch,	a	monster	raffle	and	maybe	
a	visit	by	Santa.		The	Day	Club	meets	again	on	12th	Jan,	2018.

I would like to thank all members, volunteers, Mr Marek Bilski and staff at the Canberra Irish Club 
for	the	hard	work	during	2017,	and	also	thank	the	members	of	the	Board	of	the	Woden	Valley	RSL	
Sub-Branch	for	the	continuing	support	of	this	vital	outlet	for	the	seniors	of	Woden	Valley	and	district.
A Merry Christmas to all and may your Santa be kind and generous.
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The History and Recovery of Spitfire EE853 UP-O

Langdon Badger landed on the old wartime airstrip at Vivigani on Goodenough Island, in the Milne 
Bay	Province	of	PNG.		He	met	Patrol	Officer	Alan	Stevens	who	spoke	of	a	WWII	‘Aircraft	Dump’	
nearby, which was not accessible as the kunai grass was two metres high.  A year later Langdon 
was	able	to	check	the	wrecks	of	a	Kittyhawk,	Douglas	A20	Boston,	two	Beauforts	and	a	Spitfire.		
Alan arranged for local prison inmates to carry the
Spitfire	wings,	fuselage	and	tail	section	the	eleven	
miles to the port at Bolu Bolu.  The missionaries 
from nearby Normanby Island constructed the crate 
for shipment of the parts to Adelaide.
Removeable	panels	on	the	Spitfire	were	hand	fitted	
at production and then, in service, marked on the 
underside with the RAF Serial number.  On lifting 
the	cannon	bay	panel,	EE853	was	clearly	visible.

EE853	was	built	by	Westland	Aircraft	Ltd,	Yeovil,
Somerset,	with	cockpit	c/n	WASP-20.484	as	part	of	a	batch	of	200	Mk.	V	Spitfires	ordered	in	
September	1941,	one	of	a	total	22,759	Spitfires	of	all	Marks	built.		EE853	was	part	of	a	shipment	
on the SS Sussex,	which	left	England	on	9th	March	1943	for	the	Middle	East.		Because	of	the	threat	
of an invasion of Australia by the Japanese, who had already landed in PNG, the ship was ordered 
to	proceed	to	Port	Melbourne	and	arrived	on	16th	April	1943.		The	Spitfires	were	uncrated	and	
assembled at RAAF Aircraft Depot, Laverton, and renamed “Capstans” after the cigarette brand, 
their	existence	‘Top	Secret’.		The	desert	mid-stone	camouflage	was	over-sprayed	with	foliage	green	
and all red markings removed.  At this time the RAF Serial was not changed for the allotted RAAF 
A58-146.		Most	aircraft	were	then	flown	to	Fairbairn’s	Wooloomanata	Station,	NW	of	Geelong,	
for pilot training, and away from prying eyes.

EE853	remained	at	Laverton	until	25th	May	when	it	was	 transferred	 to	No.13	ARD	(Airframe	
Repair	Depot),	and	in	June	issued	to	No.79	Squadron	in	Townsville,	one	of	a	pair	of	replacements	
flown	in	after	two	of	the	original	aircraft	were	involved	in	a	fatal	collision.		EE853	was	one	of	13	
aircraft	of	“C”	Flight	that	flew	from	Townsville	to	Horn	Island,	en	route	to	a	strip	at	Seven	Mile,	
Port	Moresby.		EE853	was	allocated	the	individual	code	“UP-O”	and	declared	fit	for	service	after	
a	test	flight	reaching	a	recorded	35,000	feet	over	Vivigani.

Following	the	US	occupation	of	the	Woodlark	and	Trobriand	Islands	in	early	July	1943,	79	SQN	
received an order to transfer from Vivigani to a new base at Kiriwina, the principal island of the 
Trobriand	group.	 	EE853’s	final	flight	was	on	28thAugust	1943,	a	squadron	formation	and	AA	
strafing	practice	flight	but	on	landing	swung	off	the	runway,	mounted	an	embankment	at	the	side	
of	the	strip	and	was	extensively	damaged,	and	listed	as	a	write-off.		A	survey	was	conducted	and	
it	was	considered	that	EE853	was	beyond	economic	repair	and	recommended	that	it	was	only	suit-
able for a conversion to components.  After its recovery from the jungle, restoration commenced 
and	although	EE853	UP-O	was	75%	original,	it	took	Langdon	many	years	to	find	many	missing	
pieces.        >>>
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 Grantley Perry &  Sons
                            Funeral Directors

 A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS
         With Bryan Perry, a Vietnam Veteran available 
  to serve you personally.
      
               CANBERRA-QUEANBEYAN
                    & YASS DISTRICTS
               TUGGERANONG		6294	8003
                    MITCHELL		6241	4101

             HEAD OFFICE
	 	 	 	 	 	 12	SANDFORD	STREET
	 	 	 	 	 	 MITCHELL	ACT	2911
 
 PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE VETERAN COMMUNITY

Flying	to	Darwin	Langdon	picked	up	parts	from	a	Spitfire	that	had	been	shot	down.		He	also	flew	
to	Oakey,	Queensland,	where	every	flyable	RAAF	aircraft	arrived	to	be	melted	down	after	the	war.		
Here	he	purchased	a	RR	Merlin	46,	and	from	farmer’s	sheds	found	many	small	missing	items.

Once	the	restoration	was	completed,	EE853	was	unveiled	at	a	special	ceremony	at	which	many	
surviving	members	of	No.79	Squadron	were	reunited.		It	was	then	displayed	for	many	years	in	
a	specially	constructed	building	at	Langdon’s	home	in	Adelaide.	 	Then	in	August	2001,	it	was	
placed	on	permanent	loan	to	the	South	Australian	Aviation	Museum	Inc.		During	2009,	EE853	
was	extensively	refurbished,	which	included	repainting	the	camouflage	scheme	and	new	stencils.		
UP-O	was	74	years-old	on	23rd	January,	2017.

Below,	EE853	on	display	at	the	SA	Aviation	Museum,	Port	Adelaide,	and	re-creation	of	original	
“August Girl” artwork on the cowling by artist and Museum member, Janice Eames.
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Welcome Home
Les Cook

After	the	fall	of	Sanananda	in	January	1943,	the	few	of	us	who	were	left	marched	out	to	the	airstrip	
at	Popondetta	and	were	flown	back	to	Port	Moresby.		It	was	quite	an	experience	to	pass	over	in	less	
than an hour the rugged mountains of the Owen Stanley Range in which we had toiled on foot for 
so many weeks.  We stopped at Port Moresby for one night only and sailed for Cairns the following 
morning on S.S. Taroona, still dressed in the muddy clothes we wore in the swamps, with little to 
carry as all weapons and ammunition were left behind in Port Moresby.

We	arrived	in	Cairns	the	next	afternoon.		Having	tied	up	at	the	wharf,	and	being	very	glad	to	be	
home, we were naturally anxious to get off the ship.  As time went by without any sign of move-
ment,	the	men	started	to	get	restless.		A	dais,	complete	with	loud-speaker	system	had	been	erected	
on the wharf, and seemed to be the centre of much activity.  Great was the conjecture among us as 
to its purpose, but we were left in ignorance of the reason we were being kept on the ship and our 
patience began to wear very thin.  We were dirty, mentally and physically tired, and suffering from 
the effects of some tropical disease, so not in the mood to be left standing on the deck in the sun.

After a period of nothing happening for what seemed like hours, but was probably less, a cavalcade 
of	Military	Police	on	motor-cycles	appeared	followed	by	a	staff-car	flying	a	general’s	pennant.		
The police dismounted and took up position around the dais.  One of them opened the car door 
and saluted smartly as a very short, fat, general stepped out.  We didn’t recognise him, nor did we 
ever	find	out	who	he	was.

The general mounted the dais, moved to the microphone, produced a piece of paper, and cleared his 
throat preparatory to speaking.  There was silence for a few seconds then a voice from somewhere 
in the rigging called “Get up off your knees”.  There was pandemonium!  The call was followed by 
laughter,	hooting	and	cat-calls	from	all	over	the	ship.		This	unseemly	behavious	continued	unabated	
for some time until the general returned to his car in a huff and was driven away.

It is most likely that the general intended to deliver a welcome home address, probably including a 
pat on our collective backs for a job well done.  In the circumstances our behaviour was rude and 
inexcusable,	whatever	justification	we	might	have	felt,	and	we	were	wrong	to	have	taken	out	our	
frustration	so	cruelly	on	that	innocent	man.		Having	said	that,	however,	it	did	seem	funny	at	the	
time.  Certainly, the appropriateness of the phrase and the timing were impeccable.

Of course the general would have seen it quite differently, particularly if it was not his fault that 
he was late.  Nevertheless, a general should have had enough experience in handling men to have 
been able to laugh the whole thing off.  Perhaps he lacked the necessary sense of humour.

We were allowed off the ship as soon as the general had gone, by which time it was almost dark.  
A meal of grilled steak and vegetables had been provided, a luxury we had dreamed of for months, 
but such was the state of our health that we were unable to do more than pick at it.   >>>
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The ladies of Cairns, who apparently had been waiting with more patience than we had, were there 
also with cakes and tea for us.  We were still in our muddy clothes, little more than skeletons, and 
I can see now the tears in their eyes as they tried to get us to eat the things they had prepared.  Our 
sojourn in the mountains and swamps of New Guinea, living on meagre rations and suffering from 
debilitating tropical diseases and the vicissitudes of war, had so affected us that we were unable 
to eat.  We felt ashamed of our inability to do justice to their gifts.

It was after dark when we left Cairns by train for Ravenshoe on the Atherton Tablelands.  Late 
into the night there were groups of ladies waiting with more food at each station where the train 
stopped.		The	kindness	and	generosity	of	these	ladies	was	magnificent.		Again	embarrassed	at	our	
inability to eat, and most of the food had to be taken away.  It must have been a terrible disap-
pointment for them.

We didn’t think of it at the time, but I wonder now how they knew we were coming and what 
time	we	might	arrive	at	the	various	stations.		The	returning	troops	of	the	6th	and	7th Divisions must 
have	been	straggling	back	from	New	Guinea	early	in	1943	over	a	period	of	at	least	a	month,	and	
I suppose that most of us landed at Cairns and went from there to the Tablelands by rail.  Troop 
trains must have been almost a daily event at the time.  Were the ladies waiting there in shifts day 
and night the whole time, or were the strict rules of censorship waived to allow this outpouring of 
gratitude and compassion?  All troop movements were normally cloaked in secrecy, so I can only 
assume	that	the	authorities	showed	unusual	sensitivity	and	treated	this	as	a	special	occasion	-	as	
perhaps it was.

The Japanese advance towards Australia had been stopped, and I suppose that the people of North 
Queensland, being closest to the enemy, were more conscious of the danger and therefore more 
thankful it had passed than those in the southern states.  We were the lucky ones who undeservedly 
were	given	the	credit	for	it.		Our	welcome	home	from	the	Middle	East	in	March	1942	had	been	
enthusiastic, but we had never seen, nor were ever to see again, such dedication and compassion 
as	we	witnessed	on	that	train	trip	from	Cairns	to	Ravenshoe	in	January	1943.		It	stands	to	the	
everlasting credit of the ladies of North Queensland.

I assume that we travelled from the Ravenshoe station to camp in trucks, but I can’t remember 
making the trip; certainly we would not have been able to walk the distance.  We were there for a 
day	and	a	night	only	-	just	long	enough	to	be	issued	with	new	clothing,	then	went	home	on	leave.		
There was a free issue of beer and cigarettes at the camp and none of us had any sleep that night.

I	was	20	years	of	age	and	had	been	away	from	home	for	almost	three	years,	but	had	not	previously	
even	tasted	any	alcoholic	drink.		Looking	back	now,	I	must	have	been	the	only	non-drinker	in	our	
group because, as the night wore on, it became a source of great concern to the others that they 
were all drinking and I was not.  I had never previously felt out of place in such circumstances, 
nor had I ever been subjected to any pressure to drink.  There did seem to be something special 
about this occasion, so I took a mug of beer in the interests of harmony and held the same mug 
right through the night, drinking only a few sips from it.  It was a good move, and one that I was 
to repeat many times over from then on, and, indeed, still do.
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HMAS RUSHCUTTER
Bob Cremer

HMAS	Rushcutter	was	a	RAN	depot,	radar	and	anti-submarine	training	school	at	Rushcutter’s	
Bay, Edgecliff NSW.  Originally the NSW headquarters of the Naval Brigade and Naval Artillery 
from	1901,	the	site	was	used	as	an	administrative	depot	due	to	the	demolition	of	Fort	Macquarie	
as	facilities	for	the	compulsory	peace	time	training	from	1911-1929.

The	site	remained	as	the	Naval	Reserve	Depot	and	the	Anti-Submarine	School	was	opened	there	in	
1939	and	used	by	the	RAN	and	newly	formed	Anti-Submarine	Branch	of	the	Naval	Reserve.		On	
1st	August	1940,	the	depot	was	commissioned	as	HMAS	Rushcutter.		During	WWII,	the	site	housed	
the	Anti-Submarine	School,	the	Radar	and	Gunnery	Instruction	School	and	served	as	a	base	for	the	
mosquito	fleet;	Harbour	Defence	Motor	Launches,	the	Fairmiles	and	the	Naval	Auxiliary	Patrol	
Boats.		The	training	of	RAN	Radar	Operators	transferred	from	HMAS	Rushcutter	to	HMAS	Watson	
in	1943.		The	technical	functions	of	Radar	operation	remained	at	HMAS	Rushcutter.		At	the	end	
of	WWII,	the	site	became	a	training	facility	for	the	RAN	Experimental	Laboratories,	(RANEL).

In	1979	the	Commonwealth	Government	transferred	the	site	to	State	ownership	for	public	recre-
ational use.
Pictured	below	the	old	workshop/drill	hall,	now	used	by	community	groups	and	descriptive	plaques	
of	HMAS	Rushcutter’s	role	with	the	Royal	Australian	Navy.
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Remount program expands to 
assist defence force veterans

On	Monday	11th	September	2017,	Mr	Ben	
Maguire,	his	wife	Marina,	daughter	Harri-
ett, employees and ‘drovers’ assembled at 
the Australian War Memorial where it was 
announced	 that	 the	 not-for-profit	 group	
had secured sponsorship from Lockheed 
Martin Australia supporting a further eight 
programs	 in	 2018,	 thereby	 allowing	 an	
extra	30	returned	servicemen	and	women

and their families, to reconnect through the Remount program.

Remount	aims	to	ease	the	burden	of	ex-military	members	who	are	suffering	from	stress	related	to	
their	service,	PTSD,	or	injuries.		Ben	Farinazzo,	a	beneficiary	of	the	Remount	program	run	earlier	
this year spoke of the importance of the program for veterans and their families. “it was absolutely 
inspiring,” Mr Farinazzo said, “and a great opportunity to reconnect with yourself and to learn 
more about yourself and manage your emotional state.”

Ben Maguire, founder of Remount, said that it was vital for the organisation to secure funds in 
order for them to continue helping Australia’s military members, and in so doing show gratitude 
for their service.

Chief Executive of Lockheed Martin Australia and New Zealand, Mr Vince Di Pietro, said the 
Remount	program	made	a	significant	difference	to	people’s	health	and	well-being.

Remount, run from the Maguire’s property at Bowning, near Yass, NSW, is where participants 
learn	to	ride	a	horse,	muster	up	to	300	head	of	cattle	and	then	in	the	evening	sit	around	a	campfire	
and share stories of their military experiences.

Mrs Janny Poate joined Remount to help 
manage the impact of loss after her son, 
Private Robert Poate was killed while 
serving	 in	Afghanistan.	 	He	was	 one	 of	
three Australian soldiers gunned down by 
a rogue Afghan National Army soldier. 

Pictured RSL Woden Valley President, Jim 
Gilchrist, Janny Poate, Ben Farinazzo and his 
daughter and Remount participant and RSL 
member, Shane Van Duren.
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Ben Maguire said, “when we started. we 
had a clear ambition not to seek funding, as 
we wanted to build our capacity, capability 
and credibility with the veteran community 
so that was always our focus.”

“However,	 Lockheed	 heard	 about	 the	
work we were doing and approached us,” 
he said.

The program had run with the help from 
volunteers and the new funding from 
Lockheed Martin will allow it to expand.

An	activity,	as	part	of	Veterans’	Health	Week	was	a	bus	trip	to	Bowning	to	show	those	attending	the	
facilities available on Ben Maguire’s property in the Remount Program, designed to get veterans 
on a horse and rounding up cattle.

On	Saturday	21st	October	2017,	a	group	of	us,	supervised	by	Renee	Mills	from	ACT	Branch	Office	
went to Bowning where we enjoyed a tour of the stables, checked the horses, although no riding 
was attempted as we heard about the ‘Remount Program’ over a delicious morning tea.



28

Codford

Codford is a civil parish south of Salisbury 
Plain located in the Wylye Valley in Wilt-
shire, England.

The Codford area has had a long history 
with ANZAC soldiers and during WWI large 
training and transfer camps were established 
for the tens of thousands of troops waiting 
to move to France.  

Codford	also	became	a	depot	 in	1916	for	 the	men	evacuated	from	the	front	 line	and	not	fit	 to	
return to the front.

Codford’s ‘ANZAC Badge’ was the idea of an Australian Brigade Commander during WWI, who 
wished to leave a visible memento of his brigade when it departed.  This consists of a gigantic Rising 
Sun	badge	[53x45	Metres],	carved	in	1916	into	the	grassy	hillside	to	expose	the	underlying	white	
chalk.		Soldiers	of	13	Training	Battalion	AIF	who	maintained	the	badge	as	a	form	of	punishment	
named	the	site	‘Misery	Hill’.

The meticulously maintained Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery nearby is the 
second	largest	New	Zealand	War	Grave	Cemetery	in	the	UK,	and	contains	the	graves	of	97	AN-
ZAC	troops;	66	New	Zealanders,	31	Australians	and	1	Welsh	Guardsman	from	WWII.		The	effect	
of two World Wars still resonates in the local community and there is still a sense of welcoming 
towards Australians and New Zealanders.  Codford villagers hold a remembrance ceremony on 
ANZAC Day each year.

The Rising Sun badge and the War Cemetery are now the only visible reminders of a period when 
hundreds of troops from Britain, Australia and New Zealand were stationed in and around Codford.

Lower photos by recent tourist Terry Kimber - August 2017
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Book Review
‘For Love of Country’

Peter Sutton

Mr	Anthony	Hill,	local	historian	and	author,	has	written	an	interesting	book	on	the	Eddison	Family,	
especially	about	the	sacrifice	of	half	of	the	children.

Captain Walter Eddison was brought up in England in the early part of last century.  After attending 
school,	he	became	a	farmer	as	all	of	his	family	had	been.		He	immigrated	to	Australia,	but	returned	
to	enlist	in	the	British	Army	at	the	outbreak	of	World	War	I.		He	was	wounded	and	gassed	during	the	
Battle of the Somme and repatriated to England to recover.  After the War he again immigrated to 
Australia and was assisted in gaining land with his wife and young family in the Limestone Plains 
region,	later	to	become	the	Australian	Capital	Territory	and	Canberra.	 	He	first	settled	at	Oaks	
Estate, a property they retained for several years after taking up the Soldier Settler block in what 
is	now	the	Woden	Valley.		His	block	named	‘Yamba’	covered	Woden	Plaza,	the	Southern	Cross	
Health	Club,	the	Woden	Cemetery	and	Eddison	Park.		There	is	still	a	pair	of	large	eucalyptus	trees	
planted by the family in Eddison Park near where the farmhouse was located.

There	were	many	conditions	placed	on	those	who	took	up	Soldier	Settler	blocks	-	improvements	
had	to	be	made,	rates	and	taxes	paid.		It	was	a	hard	life	for	fit	people,	made	even	harder	for	those	
who	had	been	wounded	and	gassed.		The	Eddison	family	grew	to	six	children	-	three	girls	and	three	
boys, all the children helping on the property growing grain as well as raising sheep and cattle.  
Times were tough with isolation from family back in England and great distances to travel to the 
coast and the larger populations there.  Walter had a constant battle with his health while trying to 
make a living earning enough to cover his rates and taxes.

The boys ended up working the home property as well as obtaining properties of their own.  All 
three boys enlisted in the Armed Services shortly after the outbreak of World War II, two joined 
the Air Force and one in the Army. and all were posted overseas after initial training.  Their mother 
and father were worried for them as both parents had experienced the First World War and were 
afraid	what	may	happen	to	their	sons	so	far	away.		All	three	boys	were	killed	in	the	space	of	18	
months, having a devastating effect on those back in Australia.

The last surviving member of the six children, Mrs Pamela Yonge still lives in Canberra, very close 
to where she was brought up.  She is a very active lady and still attends the ANZAC and Peace 
Ceremony in early April each year in Eddison Park.  She is also a very active Patron of the Eddison 
Day Club which meets each Friday at the Canberra Irish Club in Weston.

The	book	is	very	well	researched	and	written	about	the	hardships	and	sacrifice	of	people	in	the	
early days of last century.  World Wars I and II and the suffering of losing half of your young 
family through tragedy.  Pamela Yonge was very helpful with knowledge and photographs from 
the era.  It is a good read. 
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Paper planes, a school, and a grave too far away.
Dr Kathryn Spurling

There are paper planes in the foyer dangling on string from above.  As the door is opened, the 
rush	of	winter	air	makes	them	flutter	and	bob	playfully.		This	is	fitting	because	there	are	children’s	
names	festooned	on	fuselages,	and	this	mid-west	NSW	school,	with	links	to	Canberra,	and	a	small	
English churchyard, is named in honour of a local bloke named Rawdon Middleton who became 
an aviator and won a Victoria Cross.

Few Australians could say where the town of Yarrabandai was, not even if the names of towns 
within	a	radius	of	50kms	were	provided,	like	Monomie,	Ootha,	Warroo,	Derriwong,	Bedgerebong,	
Gunningbland, Borambil, Nelungaloo, Kadungle, Brolgan, Bundarburra or Wowingragong.  It 
sounded	more	like	an	indigenous	conversation	particularly	as	Rawdon	Hume	Middelton	could	
enunciate them perfectly.  If those who had asked where he was from still looked none the wiser, 
he could say “Alloway” the sheep station near Bogan Gate in the Gilgandra district his father 
managed north of West Wyalong, northwest of Forbes, west of Parkes and east of Condobolin.  If 
they still looked puzzled he could just say, New South Wales.

Those	tongue-twisting	towns	Rawdon	knew	very	well	-	he	had	traversed	them	often	enough	on	
horseback, as a jackeroo, a spirited boy and man with a quest for excitement and travel.  Perhaps 
it was in the genes because the middle name he carried was in honour of his great uncle, explorer, 
Hamilton	Hume.		Although	he	was	born	in	Sydney	in	July	1916,	his	family	moved	to	the	property	
when	he	was	a	child.		He	finished	his	education	at	Dubbo	High	School.		At	5ft	11ins	and	of	solid	
build	Rawdon	was	very	competitive	and	set	himself	high	standards.		He	loved	the	vast	open	spaces,	
the dry plains that hugged every horizon of his part of country, but there was a war in Europe and 
like so many of his generation he believed it was his duty to enlist.

Called	Rawdon	at	home	but	in	the	RAAF	from	October	1940	he	was	Ron.		Being	mustered	as	
Aircrew	(Pilot),	his	flight	training	just	up	the	road	at	Narromine.		By	March	1941	he	was	in	Can-
ada,	by	September	the	UK.		Towards	the	end	of	1942	he	was	attached	to	RAF	No.23	Operational	
Training	Unit	(OTU).		His	English	instructor	noted	he	was,	“an	earnest,	plodding	pupil.		All	he	did	
was thorough, though unspectacular”.  The instructor failed to appreciate the adjustment needed, 
from	flying	over	wide	open	Australian	outback	space	where	the	light	was	strong	and	visibility	
forever,	to	flying	above	a	nation	full	of	villages	and	cities	shrouded	in	grey	mist	and	snow.		Perhaps	
because of this Middleton found himself posted to different RAF squadrons.  It may also have 
been because he was seen as someone not entirely comfortable with his Bomber Command duties.  
In	1960	another	Englishman	described	Middleton	as	a	pilot	who:	“Brooded	a	lot	on	the	German	
bombing of unprotected cities, and followed a common trait among outback Australians in being 
inclined to bouts of melancholy”.  For this “quiet, unassuming chap” the frequent postings were 
unsettling but Rawdon knew time spent as a second pilot would result in his being skipper in his 
own right, and there was some excitement along the way.
On	6th	April	1942	he	was	second	pilot	to	an	RAF	skipper.		The	bomber	crew	realised	it	could	be	a	
difficult	night	because	the	target	was	Essen,	nicknamed	“Happy	Valley”	due	to	the	warm	welcome	
received	from	German	anti-aircraft	batteries.	 	 	 	 >>>
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Take	off	37	minutes	past	midnight	was	routine	but	that	changed	as	soon	as	the	bomber	was	over	
Holland.		Messerschmitts	attacked	and	gunfire	ripped	into	the	British	aircraft	damaging	the	star-
board	wing.	 	They	weaved	and	the	bomber’s	gunners	fired	rapidly.	 	The	German	fighter	broke	
off.  They struggled to keep their aircraft in the air.  With one engine out they were steadily losing 
height.  The decision was made to jettison the bombload and change course for England.  It was 
such	a	relief	to	begin	their	approach	into	an	English	airfield.		As	the	aircraft	touched	down	the	
undercarriage collapsed.  Other than racing pulses and what would be a few bruises the crew gave 
thanks to whatever lucky talisman they carried or deity they believed in.

By	July	1942,	Rawdon	was	finally	allowed	to	choose	his	own	crew.		His	first	operation	as	skipper	
on	31st	July	1942	was	not	the	debut	he	hoped	for	when	it	was	realised	the	rear	turret	was	unservice-
able the crew returned to base.  Quickly however, the Australian with the Errol Flynn or Tyrone 
Power	 looks	assumed	a	reputation	as	a	first	class	aviator	and	bomber	captain.	 	His	 three	RAF	
gunners	elected	to	continue	flying	even	though	they	had	completed	their	tour	of	30	operations.		
His	wireless	operator	said	Middleton	was:	“About	the	most	modest	chap	I’ve	ever	met,	and	one	of	
the	best-looking.		He	was	so	efficient”.		Middleton	enjoyed	flying	the	Stirling	because	of	the	thick	
wing	it	could	invariably	out-turn	night	fighters,	the	downside	that	the	same	thick	wing	resulted	
in	a	low	ceiling,	commonly	12,000ft.		Raids	on	Italy	necessitated	flying	through	the	Alps	rather	
than	over	so	not	only	was	there	difficult	terrain	to	master	but	the	aircraft	was	an	easier	target	for	
anti-aircraft	fire.		Middleton	had	already	witnessed	the	upside	of	flying	a	Stirling	first	hand	and	
surviving	–	he	hoped	he	wouldn’t	suffer	the	Alps	scenario.

In	August	he	was	selected	to	join	the	elite	Pathfinder	Force,	having	proved	his	RAF	Instructor	
wrong,	and	no	longer	seen	as	“plodding”	or	“unspectacular”.		The	Middleton	crew	flew	as	Path-
finders	on	a	raid	on	Nuremberg	lighting	up	the	target	for	the	following	bomber	stream.		On	their	
return	the	New	South	Welshman	was	informed	that	while	he	was	welcome	to	be	a	Pathfinder	his	
crew were not good enough and they would be posted to another squadron.  Through loyalty or 
superstition,	Rawdon	declined	the	offer	and	he	and	his	crew	returned	to	RAF	149	Squadron.		On	
the	night	of	28/29th	November	1942,	the	operation	was	the	Fiat	works	in	Turin,	Italy.		As	he	released	
the	Stirling’s	brakes	and	jockeyed	for	position	on	the	runway	the	26	year	old	was	comfortable	with	
his	decision.		This	was	his	29th	operation,	one	shy	of	a	completed	tour.		His	crew,	all	RAF,	a	truly	
mixed	bunch,	a	Scottish	student;	an	ex-gamekeeper;	the	navigator	a	London	lawyer;	and	the	rear	
gunner a garage hand.  The front gunner was from Scotland’s Clackmannanshire, pretty much as 
difficult	to	pronounce	as	those	towns	where	Middleton	had	grown	up	a	world	away.

The	green	light	came	from	airfield	control	and	Middleton	opened	the	throttles.		The	heavily	laden	
bomber strained to climb over the Alps.  Visibility was poor and only by screwing up their eyes 
could the two pilots distinguish the mountain peaks which lurched out of the pitch black.  Fuel 
consumption was excessive and four bombers turned back for England.  Flight Sergeant Middleton 
spoke with his crew and they decided to press on.  Flak spurted up from below destroying metal, 
fabric and human bodies.  Middleton, his second pilot and the wireless operator were all wounded 
when a shell splinter burst in the cockpit.  Middleton lost consciousness and the bomber plummeted 
towards the mountainous terrain.
        >>>
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His	second	pilot	struggled	with	the	controls	and	at	800ft	pulled	the	aircraft	out	of	its	deadly	descent.		
House	roofs	were	visible	and	only	when	at	1,500ft	again	were	the	bombs	released.		The	Stirling	
bucked as it was hit over and over again.  Middleton was bleeding badly from several wounds 
and	where	his	right	eye	had	been	there	was	now	a	gaping	bony	hole.		He	took	the	controls	and	in	
a wheezing voice ordered the second pilot back to have his wounds dressed.

Speaking in little more than a gasp he told the crew he was determined to get them back to England 
rather	than	become	prisoners	of	war.		He	instructed	them	to	jettison	everything	to	lighten	the	load.		
For	four	hours	the	badly	wounded	Australian	flew	the	bomber,	the	shattered	windscreen	exposing	
him	to	an	icy	blast.		He	realised	how	serious	his	injuries	were	and	how	unlikely	it	was	that	he	could	
bale out.  As the badly damaged plane reached the French coast the Stirling was conned by a dozen 
searchlights,	more	anti-aircraft	fire	filled	the	sky.		Middleton	could	do	little	to	avoid	the	danger	as	
his	aircraft	was	buffeted	by	hits	to	both	wings	-	how	it	was	still	flying	none	of	the	crew	knew	and	
the same could be said for their skipper.  The English coast came into sight and never looked so 
welcoming.		With	only	five	minutes	of	fuel	remaining	and	the	bomber	at	600ft	Middleton	ordered	
the crew to bale out believing the bomber could not be landed without endangering civilians below 
he then pointed the aircraft back out to sea.  Two crewmen refused to go and the last time their 
captain	spoke	was	a	final	order	to	do	so.		Their	delay	was	a	brave	but	fatal	decision.		Their	bodies	
were found the next day, parachutes opened but landing too far from the Kent coast they drowned.  
The	Stirling	twisted	and	bent	and	out	of	fuel,	finally	gave	up	its	struggle	and	crashed	into	the	sea.		
Four	crew	members	survived.		One	reflected:
“No-one	will	ever	know	what	was	going	on	in	Middleton’s	mind	in	those	last	few	moments	..	
During the return home there were many opportunities for us to abandon the aircraft over France, 
and for Middleton to live.  But he preferred that we, his crew, and the aircraft of which he was 
Captain, should not fall into enemy hands.  That was the kind of man he was”.

The	RAAF	pilot	from	the	difficult	to	pronounce	town	was	awarded	a	Victoria	Cross	on	15th January 
1943,	with	the	citation:		“His	devotion	to	duty	in	the	face	of	overwhelming	odds	is	unsurpassed	in	
the	annals	of	the	Royal	Air	Force”.		The	RAAF	had	its	first	VC,	won	by	an	aviator	who	had	inspired	
his crew to “heroism of a high order”.  Rawdon Middleton’s body was not recovered from the ocean 
until	1st	February.		Following	a	funeral	with	full	military	honours,	Rawdon	Hume	Middleton	was	
buried	in	Beck	Row	(St	John)	Churchyard,	Suffolk,	England,	a	landscape	different	from	his	own.		
In time his personal effects would return to Australia and be reverently cared for in the town of 
Yarrabandai on the wide brown plains of NSW.  As with so many country towns the population 
drifted away and Yarrabandai is no more.  It was decided the dress uniform and medals belonging 
to	Pilot	Officer	Rawdon	Middleton,	VC,	RAAF,	would	travel	to	the	Australian	War	Memorial	in	
Canberra,	and	the	Hall	of	Valour.		Only	a	photo	remains	beside	an	honour	board	bearing	his	name,	
in	the	War	Memorial	Hall	in	nearby	Trundle;	a	building	which	also	reflects	much	grander	times.

But there is a vibrant living legacy to this outback bloke who was never comfortable with his du-
ties in Bomber Command, though believed it his responsibility to King and Country to continue.  
Middleton	Public	School,	South	Parkes,	NSW	was	opened	in	1957.		There	is	a	plane	on	the	crest	
and the school song includes; “We remember Rawdon Middleton, after whom our school is named, 
a bomber pilot, brave and loyal, until the very end”.   >>>
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In the foyer there are paintings and photographs of Rawdon, a model of a Stirling bomber, and 
perhaps	most	sobering,	is	the	Australian	flag	encased	in	glass	–	the	flag	which	was	draped	over	
his	coffin.		But	there	is	also	the	presence	of	children	and	their	uncomplicated	joyful	outlook	on	
life.  Teachers hand out tokens to students who display respect for others, responsibility, and show 
enthusiasm in their studies.  The tokens are placed in a box from which three are drawn each Friday.  
These	pupils	are	presented	with	a	certificate	of	achievement	and	a	coloured	band	for	their	wrist.		
For	a	week	they	wear	a	special	badge	and	their	name	is	attached	to	an	aircraft	dangling	amid	fluffy	
white hardboard clouds suspended from the foyer ceiling.

It is easy to believe that, after the horrors witnessed in the skies over a Europe at war, Rawdon 
Middleton would have been pleased to be associated with a place of laughter, learning and young 
Australians.		He	likely	would	be	proud	that	they	would	be	rewarded	for	positive	traits	and	endeav-
our, and innocuous paper planes.

On Sunday, June 5th this year, hundreds gathered at the Australian War Memorial to remember 
RAAF	airmen	who	served	with	Bomber	Command.		They	made	up	only	2%	of	Australian	enlist-
ments	during	WWII	but	20%	of	Australians	killed.

While	the	official	dates	of	Carers	Week	-	[15-21	October]	-	have	now	passed	it	is	still	important	to	
remind everyone about recognising the outstanding contribution unpaid carers make to our nation. 
Anyone at any time can become a carer.  National Carers Week is an opportunity to educate and 
raise awareness among all Australians about the diversity of carers and their caring roles.

Carers make an enormous contribution to our communities and their caring roles are valued at 
$60.3	billion	annually	-	more	than	$1	billion	per	week.		National	Carers	Week	2017	provided	the	
opportunity to learn about carers and caring in Australia.
Information on Carers can be obtained at the website:  http://www.carersweek.com.au/

Let’s	hope	it’s	not	loaded	-	but	it	probably	is!
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 SUB-BRANCH SERVICES

Sub-Branch	Office	Hours.		The	office	is	open	from	9:00am	until	3:00pm Monday to Friday, except 
public	holidays.		The	services	of	the	Sub-Branch	are	available	to	all	Sub-Branch	members,	and	
all serving and former members of the Australian Defence Force and overseas defence forces.
Office	Administrator.		Joyce	O’Brien	administers	the	Sub-Branch	office	and	is	responsible	to	the	
Executive	for	the	efficient	day-to-day	routine	of	the	office.		Joyce	will	supervise	all	Sub-Branch	
matters	including	membership,	correspondence,	functions	and	access	to	Sub-Branch	services.
Veterans’	Support	Centre	(VSC).		The	office	is	open	from	9:00am	until	3:00pm Monday to Friday, 
except public holidays, and at other times by appointment.  The services of the VSC are available 
to	all	Sub-Branch	members,	and	all	serving	and	former	members	of	the	Australian	Defence	Force	
and overseas defence forces.
Entitlement	and	Advocacy	(E&A).		A	team	of	trained	advocates	and	entitlements/pension	officers,	
both male and female, is available to provide assistance with claims under the Veterans’ Enti-
tlement	Act	1986	(VEA),	 the	Safety,	Rehabilitation	and	Compensation	Act	1988	(SRCA),	and	
the	Military	Rehabilitation	and	Compensation	Act	2004	(MRCA).		We	also	provide	support	and	
advice to war widows and widowers regarding pensions.  Andrew Properjohn, the E&A Adminis-
trator, will assist you with your enquiries.
Community Support.  Florence	Sofield	co-ordinates	the	provision	of	welfare	to	Sub-Branch	mem-
bers and their families.  Advice is available on matters such as DVA Gold and White Cards, 
travel,	Veterans	Home	Care,	residential	and	transitional	care,	HACC	services,	DVA	Housing	and	
financial	information.
Hospital	Visiting:	 	Volunteers visit each of the three southern hospitals, Canberra, John James 
Memorial and Canberra Capital Private.  They aim to visit every veteran, RSL member, Legacy 
widow and widowers.
Hospice	Visiting:		Visits	can	be	arranged	for	Sub-Branch	members	in	Clare	Holland	House.
Christmas Visits:  In	December	each	year,	all	Sub-Branch	members	80	years	of	age	and	over,	and	
all	Sub-Branch	widows	and	widowers	receive	a	home	visit.
Health	and	Fitness	Program.		Arrangements	are	in	place	between	the	Southern	Cross	Health	Club	
(SCHC)	and	Sub-Branch	members	relating	to	gym	use.		Details	can	be	obtained	from	the	Sub-
Branch	office	[02]	6285	1931.
Sub-Branch	Publication.		The	Sub-Branch	Publication,	‘The Serviceman’ is published three times 
per	year	and	distributed	free	to	all	Sub-Branch	members,	widows	and	widowers.		A	special	edi-
tion is also published for schoolchildren attending the annual ANZAC and Peace Ceremony at 
Eddison Park.
Eddison Day Club.  Sponsored	by	the	Sub-Branch,	the	Day	Club	caters	for	members,	their	spous-
es,	widows,	widowers	and	the	general	community.		It	meets	every	Friday	from	10:00am	to	2:00pm 
(except	Good	Friday)	 from	mid-January	 to	mid-December	at	 the	 Irish	Club,	Parkinson	Street,	
Weston.

If	you	know	of	any	member	who	would	benefit	from	any	of	 these	services,	but	 is	 reluctant	 to	
apply,	please	let	our	office	know.


