
WODEN VALLEY RSL 

Pictured from left at rear are RSL 

ACT Branch Australia Day medallion 

winners Mickey Michaelis of the 

Peacekeepers Sub-Branch, Tony 

Carthy of Belconnen Sub-

Branch, Ian Forsyth of Gungahlin 

Sub-Branch, ACT Branch Presi-

dent Peter Eveille, Graeme Slat-

tery of Tuggeranong Sub-Branch 

and Terry Duffy of Tuggeranong 

Sub-Branch. In front are Joy 

Burch, Speaker of the Legislative 

Assembly, ACT Government and 

Florence Sofield, Community 

Support Coordinator of Woden 

Valley Sub-Branch. 
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The WVSRSL is located at the rear of the Yamba Club at 11 Irving Street Phillip. Of-

fice hours are 9am to 3pm. Phone 6285 1931 or email admin@rslwoden.org.au. Our 

revitalized website is back up at www.rslwoden.org.au.  

Sub-Branch Newsletter  Feb-Mar 2017 

ACT Branch celebrated Australia Day by awarding medal-

lions to hardworking RSL volunteers at a morning tea on 24 

January.   

 

REMINDER: Bookings for our 28 

February OGM dinner must 

close on Wednesday 22 Febru-

ary. (You won’t want to miss this 

one.) See overleaf for details. 

http://www.rslwoden.org.au


 

 

Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch  

Ordinary General Meeting Dinner   

1830 for 1900, 28 February 2017 

Southern Cross Club 
  
 

Please register with payment at the office or by email to 
events@rslwoden.org.au by 23 February 2017 

 

Don’t forget to book for our next OGM dinner on 28 February which will feature the dynamic 

Ben Maguire as speaker. Ben grew up in Bungendore and built a successful career 

across many rural, tourism and hospitality industries, promoting regional and local develop-

ment  across the Kimberley, Northern Territory, regional NSW and Western QLD, 

In 2014 after eight years as Chief Executive of the Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame in Lon-

greach, Ben and his family moved to a property at Bowning. He was then appointed to the 

Council of the National Museum of Australia and the board of Canberra Light Rail. He is also 

CEO of the Australian Trucking Association.  

Ben and his volunteer stockman, Adrian Lawler, will tell us about his latest philanthropic ven-

ture, offering a horsemanship retreat for veterans through the RSL at his property. Their mis-

sion is to assist those who have served and are having difficulties to “get back in the saddle 

and reconnect through horsemanship programs”.  The dinner costs $32 per head; drinks at 

own expense.  

Main Course: Roast beef with creamy mash and mushroom sauce and seasonal vegeta-

bles with bread roll; Dessert: Chef’s selection, freshly brewed tea and coffee. 

Payment: EFT: (Don’t forget to include your name) 

A/c Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch  

 BSB 642 170 Account 751 928 

 Cheque: Mail to PO Box 415, Woden ACT 2602 

 Or visit the office to pay by cash, credit card, or cheque. No refunds 

are possible after 23 February 17. 

 

mailto:events@rslwoden.org.au


VVCS Group Program Calendar 
New South Wales and Australian Capital Territory 

Registrations and enquiries 
Phone VVCS on 1800 011 046 

Complete and submit the Online Registration of Interest form. 

Program dates and locations 

Program Date Location Structure 

Operation Life ASIST Suicide Prevention Pro-
gram 

13 & 14 February Sydney 2 day workshop 

27 & 28 February Canberra 2 day workshop 

Stepping Out 

4 & 5 April Sydney 2 day workshop 

25 & 26 May Canberra 2 day workshop 

19 & 20 July Maitland 2 day workshop 

Doing Anger Differently 9 & 10 May Sydney 2 day workshop 

PTSD for Carers and Families 6 June Sydney 1 day workshop 

Relaxation & Mindfulness 

11 May Canberra 1 day workshop 

24 May Sydney 1 day workshop 

25 May Newcastle 1 day workshop 

Please see at left 

another clarification 

from Victoria about 

the Cockatoo Rise 

Retreat. 

http://www.vvcs.gov.au/Services/GroupPrograms/GroupProgramRegistration.aspx
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2017 Domestic and Overseas Commemorations 
 
Registration to attend overseas commemorations is now open for 2017 domestic and overseas 
commemorations and passes are provided at no cost. Details on how to register are available 
on DVA’s website at www.dva.gov.au <http://www.dva.gov.au/> . Passes are not required to 
attend domestic commemorations. 

In Australia, commemorations will be held for 75th anniversaries of Second World War events, the Fall of Singapore, 
the Battle of the Coral Sea, Bomber Command operations, the Battle of Milne Bay, the Battle of El Alamein and the 
culmination of the North Africa campaigns, and Kokoda and the Beachheads. A commemoration will also be held to 
recognise the 70th anniversary of the contribution made by Australian peacekeepers and peacemakers around the 
world. 
 
Overseas, Australia will commemorate the 100th anniversaries of the Battle of Bullecourt in France, the Battle of Poly-
gon Wood in Belgium and the Battle of Beersheba in Israel from the First World War. 
 
The Australian Government will support Anzac Day Dawn Services in France, Turkey, Papua New Guinea, Thailand and 
Borneo in 2017. 
 
On 25 April, the commemoration of the Centenary of the Battle of Bullecourt will be recognised in a service at the 
‘Digger Memorial’ in the Australian Memorial Park in Bullecourt. More than 1,100 Australians were taken prisoner 
during the Battle of Bullecourt — the largest number captured in a single engagement during the First World War. 
 
A commemoration to mark the Centenary of the Battle of Polygon Wood will be held at Buttes New British Cemetery 
in Zonnebeke, Belgium on 26 September 2017. Polygon Wood was one of five battles in which Australians were in-
volved as part of the larger British and dominion offensive known as the Third Battle of Passchendaele. In eight weeks 
of fighting there were 38,000 Australian casualties. 
 
On 31 October 2017, in Israel, a commemoration will recognise the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Beersheba, and 
the famous charge of the 4th Light Horse Brigade. At sunset on 31 October 1917, the light horsemen charged the Turk-
ish lines using their bayonets as swords; the momentum of the surprise attack carried them through the Turkish de-
fences and more than 1,000 prisoners were taken. 
 
2017 Domestic and Overseas Commemorations In 2017 Australia will also mark its other days of national commemo-
ration including Battle for Australia Day, Merchant Navy Day and Remembrance Day. See overleaf for a full list. 
 
 

Senate Inquiry into Suicide by veterans and ex-service personnel 

Acting National RSL President Robert Dick and ACT Branch Vice President Jim Gilchrist gave evidence at the Senate Inquiry into 

Suicide by veterans and ex-service personnel at Parliament House on Monday 6 February. Members of the veteran and Defence 

communities are reminded that support is available for anyone who may be disturbed by the Senate Inquiry into Suicide by veterans 

and ex-service personnel public hearings. DVA can pay for treatment for five mental health conditions – post-traumatic stress disor-

der, depression, anxiety, and alcohol and substance misuse – for anyone who has served at least one day in the full-time Australian 

Defence Force (ADF). This is irrespective of when or where they served or the type of service, and the condition does not have to 

be service-related. "Accessing treatment is fast and simple – just call DVA on 133 254 or 1800 555 254, for regional callers, or email 

nlhc@dva.gov.au <mailto:nlhc@dva.gov.au> . Support extends to witnesses and those who observe the hearings in person or 

through media reporting. VVCS provides specialised mental health services to around 27,000 current and former ADF members 

and their families each year. Services include face-to-face and telephone counselling for individuals and families through VVCS 

centres around Australia and a strong network of outreach counsellors in regional and rural areas.  

http://www.dva.gov.au
http://www.dva.gov.au/
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A list of key domestic and interna-

tional commemorations for 2017 

follows:  

  

15 February 2017 

75th Anniversary of the Fall of Singapore,  

Ballarat, Victoria 

  

25 April 2017 
Anzac Day Canberra 
Anzac Day Turkey 
Anzac Day France 
Anzac Day PNG 
Anzac Day Thailand 
Anzac Day Borneo 
Anzac Day Belgium 
Centenary of the Battle of Bullecourt 
Australian War Memorial 
Gallipoli, Turkey 
Villers-Bretonneux, France 
Isurava, PNG 
Hellfire Pass, Thailand 
Sandakan, Borneo 
Ypres, Belgium 
Bullecourt, France 
  

4 May 2017 

 Battle of Coral Sea Da,  Australian War Memorial 

 75th anniversary of Bomber Command Opera-

tions,  Australian War Memorial 

  

4 June 2017 

75th anniversary of Bomber Command opera-

tions, Australian War Memorial 

 

25 August 2017 

75th anniversary of the Battle of Milne 

Bay,   Australian War Memorial 

 

14 September 2017 

70th anniversary Australian Peacekeepers and 

Peacemakers,  Anzac Parade, Canberra 

  

26 September 2017 

Centenary of the Battle of Polygon Wood, Pass-

chendaele 

Zonnebeke, Belgium 

  

23 October 2017 

 75th anniversary of the start of El Alamein,   

 Australian War Memorial 

  

31 October 2017 

Centenary of the Battle of Beersheba, Sinai Pal-

estine Campaign 

Be’er Sheva, Israel 

 

2 November 2017 

75th anniversary of Kokoda and the beachheads, 

Australian War Memorial 

 

Contact Us 

11 Irving Street Phillip 
ACT 2606 

62851931 

Renewed website: 

www.rslwoden.org.au 
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More ticketing changes for major ceremonies at 

the Australian War Memorial 

 

In 2015 the Australian War Memorial introduced a 

free online booking system for seating at major 

ceremonies, which allowed visitors to book their 

own seats for the Anzac Day and Remembrance 

Day national ceremonies. The War Memorial has 

now advised they will no longer be issuing indi-

vidual invitations; instead the information will be 

communicated via their newsletter, social media 

platforms, and the Memorial’s website. 

Commemorations for 75th an-

niversary of the Bombing of 

Darwin on 19 February 

More than 240 people died during two separate attacks when 242 Japanese aircraft bombed 

Darwin on 19 February 1942. 

A national commemoration organised by the Northern Territory Government will recognise the 

anniversary with a service at the Cenotaph on the Darwin Esplanade at 9.30 am on Sunday 19 

February, with an air raid siren sounded at 9.58 am to mark the precise time the first attack 

took place. The Australian American Association of the Northern Territory will also conduct a 

USS Peary Memorial Service. 

“The bombing of Darwin Day has been a national day of observance since 2011 but other 

towns across Australia’s north were also bombed, including Katherine, Broome, Townsville, 

Wyndham and Cairns,” Minister for Veterans Affairs Mr Tehan said. 

“Australia has been fortunate that global conflict has rarely reached our shores and the 

75th anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin is an opportunity to reflect on the lives lost because 

of the attack and to be grateful for the men and women of our armed forces who fight to defend 

us. 

“On the 75th anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin the country will stop, pause and reflect on a 

significant moment in our history and how it has shaped Australia.” 

 

Lewis gun attached to 14 Australian Anti-Aircraft Battery, 

Darwin (Gunner Tommy Hill and Gunner Neil Cook). 

Roy Hodgkinson, 1942. 

[Watercolour with gouache and coloured crayons 52.8 x 

55.6cm AWM ART22720 



Thankyou to our Hospital Volunteers  for attending the planning session and 

morning tea. If you or someone you know would like to become a volunteer please 

call us on 02 6285 1931 Mon-Fri between 0900-1500h. 

 

WV RSL’s annual ANZAC and Peace Cer-

emony for local primary schools will be 

held at Eddison Park (behind Callam Of-

fices in Woden) at 11.30am on Wednes-

day 5 April. Members are welcome to at-

tend and help with the ushering of 

schoolchildren at the ceremony on the 

day. 

Please contact us by phone on 6285 1931 

or email at admin@rslwoden.org.au if you 

would like to attend and help at this 

charming ceremony. 



Renewal of Working with Vulnerable Peoples (WwVP) Card 

The Working with Vulnerable People (Background Checking) Act 2011 requires those who 

work or volunteer with vulnerable people to have a background check and be registered. 

This applies to all Volunteers and Staff of Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch. 

It is vital that you renew your card through the online process prior to the WwVP expiry 

date. 

Renewal reminders should be issued to people with a valid email address at least 8 weeks 

prior to the expiry of the registration. 

Other applicants will receive a renewal reminder via post within the same timeframe. As 

soon as you receive your letter, use the unique identifier provided to make an online renewal 

application.1 

This is done on-line as outlined below. 

1. Go to the Link https://form.act.gov.au/smartforms/landing.htm?formCode=1149 on your 

web browser. 

2. Click on the Open New Form box at the bottom of this page (not shown on figure above) 

and select the button ‘renew your WWVP’ 

3. Complete the next page using the Registration Number on your card less any zeros. The 

letter ID box is the ID on your  reminder or as obtained from Access Canberra by phone. Se-

lect the Search box. Select Continue Box. 

* If you have not received a reminder, please contact the Background Screening Unit , Access 

Canberra on (02) 6207 9940 between 9:00am to 4:30pm Monday – Friday (excluding ACT 

Public Holidays). They will give you a letter ID. 

4. Check your registration details remembering to Select your correct Purpose of Registration 

and Registration Type. 

5. Select the correct button (Yes or No) at page bottom and then Continue. 

6. Check the Address details on the next screen and answer the Yes/No buttons. Select Con-

tinue. 

7. Check the Employer organisation details, mark the box below and the Yes/No buttons and 

select Continue to Data Collection. 



 

For more information on renewing a working with vulnerable people registration refer to the 

Working with vulnerable people (WWVP) registration renewal page. 

Should your WwVP registration expire, processing must occur as a 'new application'. Processing a 

new application takes longer than renewal. 

Applicants please note: Access Canberra is currently experiencing longer than expected delays in 

obtaining National Police Checks, which may affect some applicants. We are working closely with our 

coordinating agency to have this rectified as quickly as possible. We thank you for your patience and 

understanding. If you have any enquiries about the status of your application, please email 

wwvp@act.gov.au. 

Access Canberra notes that in some cases disruption to duties have occurred in response to confirmation 

of current WwVP registration. Access Canberra is working to ensure WwVP registration holders can 

demonstrate compliance with the Working with Vulnerable People (Background Checking) Act 2011 

(the Act) in order to carry out their daily roles. 

People who apply to renew their registration online, and before the expiry of their registration, will 

automatically receive a three month extension to their Working with Vulnerable People (WwVP) 

registration. They will be fully registered under the Act and can carry out normal duties. 

After lodging a registration renewal, applicants will receive a receipt from Access Canberra which will 

advise them of the extension. You may use this confirmation to substantiate your registration during the 

three month period period. 

Access Canberra anticipates that all renewals will be processed during this three month period, however 

applicants are still urged to lodge their renewal application as soon as possible after receiving their 

reminder. 

If you have any enquiries about the status of your application, please email wwvp@act.gov.au. 

8. Select all the service for which you seek the Card. For the RSL, the most appropriate 

is Clubs, Associations and Movement and then Other. Insert “Service, Ex-Service and 

Veterans, and their families” into the Other Box. 

9. Select Continue. Complete the Consent and Declaration Form and select Submit. It 

is long and involved but be patient. 


