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At a presentation ceremony at Government House on 8th November 2016, His Excellency, The 
Governor-General, Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Ret’d) awarded Colonel Francis Adrian Rob-
erts OAM (Ret’d) with the Medal for Gallantry for acts of gallantry in hazardous circumstances 
as Commander of 3 Troop, 1 APC Squadron, during the battle of Long Tan in 1966. 
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       FROM THE
    EDITOR’S DESK
 Bob Cremer

I trust that it has been a pleasant start to 2017 for our members and their families and you are 
enjoying[?] the last very hot end of summer - although I must admit it does become tiring.  This 
has been made worse as we are in desperate need of some decent rain as I have recorded 7mil in 
January and 11mil in February - not a good start to the year. 

This is also a very busy time of the year with the ANZAC and Peace Ceremony on Wednesday 
5th April for the local schoolchildren, and ANZAC Day shortly afterwards.  This year also marks 
the 50th and 75th anniversary of many WWI and WWII events - far too many to list individually.  
However, two that were very close to home and worth remembering for the effect each had on 
our country was the devastation caused during the Japanese attacks on Darwin and Broome on 
19th February 1942, and the submarine attack in Sydney Harbour on 31st May 1942, both of which 
caused great concern for everyone as it was suspected that these events might be in preparation 
for an invasion of Australia.

The 1st March 2017 also commemorates the 50th Anniversary of the ‘Australian White Ensign’ 
replacing the ‘White Ensign’ on all Australian ships and Establishments.

Another busy start to the new year with lots of activities to be undertaken and for all of us to help 
build our membership numbers and to keep up the great work undertaken by our hard working 
volunteers.  

I would like to thank those who have volunteered to do proof-reading of our magazine prior to 
printing - it is good that we have members available to do this to make sure that the quality is 
maintained.

Keep in mind that I am in need of stories for future editions.  
My regular contributor, Les Cook does a fantastic job but can’t 
keep providing his excellent material, so articles by members 
of their service time and/or interesting events are always re-
quired.  There are lots of people out there who have been to 
lots of different places over the years.
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  The President’s Message
    Jim Gilchrist
       
Welcome to the March edition of The Serviceman and to the start 
of 2017.  I hope you all had a pleasant Christmas with family and 
friends and have recharged the batteries ready to face the challenges 
and excitement of the new year.  Towards the end of last year, the 
Sub-Branch participated in several Remembrance Day activities 
and ceremonies, including the Poppy Day Appeal; the Sub-Branch 
Christmas Party, at which we recognised the service of some of our 
members.  This year, we have hosted an Australia Day function 
for Branch at which the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Joy 
Burch presented Australia Day Medallions to several Branch mem-
bers.  As a Sub-Branch, we have continued to serve our members 
and others under our own auspices and through the Veterans’ Support Centre (VSC).

First among recent highlights was the appointment of Cynthia White and Bob Fletcher to the Order-
Of-Whatever-It-Is (OOWII) in recognition of their support to our Sub-Branch and its members.  
While details of these awards are recorded elsewhere, I thank them for their contribution and 
wish them many more years of selfless volunteering.  Apart from their actual work, Cynthia and 
Bob represent the spirit on which the Sub-Branch and, indeed the League, was founded.  I also 
acknowledge the extraordinary contribution that our Community Support Coordinator, Florence 
Sofield, continues to make to individuals and generally to the veteran community in the ACT and 
beyond.  Having been awarded an Australia Day Medallion in January, Florence continues to 
provide services that far exceed the resources and time allocated under her employment contract.

Again, and as a group of quiet achievers, the Eddison Day Club team continues to support and 
entertain 35 to 45 members each week at the Irish Club.  The variety of activities and visitors 
are testament to the effort of the core of volunteers who continue to support the Club.  Under the 
leadership of Peter Sutton and Gina Bowers, the Club recently celebrated its 13th Birthday; but it 
needs reinforcements if it is to continue to thrive.  Please contact the office if you would like to 
learn more about the opportunities that await possible volunteers in this area.

In an attempt to bolster the ranks of hospital visitors, the Sub-Branch recently held a workshop to 
discuss the rosters that have been one of the Sub-Branch’s core member-based activities for many 
years.  With four hospitals in our area there are plenty of opportunities here.

The Asset Management Fund continues to support the Sub-Branch’s financial needs and contribute 
to the VSC overheads.  While the fund continues to adequately meet the basic financial needs and 
retain a sound financial asset, the development and sustainment of the VSC still requires sustainable 
funds from other sources, both within and beyond the Branch.

Building on the success of the Corporate Rowing Challenge organised by the Canberra Rowing 
Club and supported by Defence Rowing Club, the Sub-Branch coordinated the attendance of three
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veterans and one of their teenage children at the Remount Horsemanship Program in February.  
While this program and its outcomes will be covered in subsequent editions of The Serviceman, 
it is one of a series of challenges that will be part of a program aimed at enhancing the physical, 
mental and emotional well-being of veterans in our area.  I thank Ben and Marina Maguire, and 
their team of volunteers who gave their time and resources to provide this wonderful service to 
veterans and their families.

From the administrative and governance perspective, the Sub-Branch continued to work with Branch 
to share overheads and monitor options to sustain our growing number of dependants.  We worked 
together to support the operations of the VSC, while also looking at the respective needs of the 
Sub-Branch and the Branch as we plan to relocate to shared premises when the Yamba lease expires.

By the time this edition is published, Branch Congress will have concluded and a new team lead by 
former Branch President, John King, will have formed a new Branch Executive.  As I stand down 
after nearly three years as Branch Deputy President, I thank all those with whom I worked in that 
role and who supported my endeavours relating to the service delivery function.  I also take this 
opportunity to congratulate and thank retiring Branch President, Peter Eveille, for his outstanding 
leadership during the past three years.  Peter has been a great support to me and the Sub-Branch 
as we shared the challenges of building the VSC and the functions it supports.  Similarly, Peter 
MacFetters, (formerly Peter Collas) is retiring from Branch, where he, too, provided leadership and 
guidance across a wide range of areas for more than five years.  Peter was instrumental in gathering 
the initial support to introduce what some may see as ‘momentous changes.’

While I will stand for re-election as the Sub-Branch President for another year at the AGM in May, 
the National Board recently appointed me to Chair the National Veterans’ Affairs Committee.  This 
is a great honour and a reflection on the work that we have done at the Branch and Sub-Branch.  
However, it will be a significant personal commitment if I am to do the appointment justice and I 
ask for the continued support from our teams at the Sub-Branch to assist me in this important role.

From the Sub-Branch perspective, we are well placed to continue our journey and promote our 
objects in support of the veteran community.  I note that Alex Meiliunas, one of our younger Board 
Members, deployed to Afghanistan in February for a six-month rotation as a civilian supporting our 
military.  On behalf of our members, I wish him a safe and productive deployment.  I encourage 
others to consider nominating for a Board appointment at our AGM in May, or else to assist through 
the committees that we will develop in the coming year.

The VSC continues to build its workload, both in raw numbers and the complexity of the cases 
with which it is dealing.  This applies to the Entitlements and Advocacy team which continues 
to build a reputation for its excellent work ethic and quality outcomes, and the welfare function.  
Unfortunately, while the latter is also building a sound reputation, we are finding that some cases 
are stretching our human and financial resources.  As with previous editions of The Serviceman, I 
ask that anyone who might be interested in either of these areas, contact the office to enquire how 
they might get involved, even on a trial basis.
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       Award of the Medal for Gallantry

The President of the Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch, on behalf of all members, would like to 
extend congratulations to Colonel (then Lieutenant) Francis Adrian Roberts, OAM (Ret’d) on the 
award of the Medal for Gallantry for acts of gallantry in hazardous circumstances as Commander 
3 Troop, 1 Armoured Personnel Carrier Squadron, during the battle of Long Tan, Phuoc Tuy Prov-
ince, Vietnam on 18th August, 1966.

The award was presented by the Governor-General, Sir Peter Cosgrove, AK MC (Ret’d) at an 
ceremony at Government House on 8th November, 2016.

 Chief of the Army, LTGEN Angus Campbell and RSM-A WO Don Spinks
  chat with Colonel Roberts after the ceremony.

While we and Branch are yet to obtain new accommodation for the proposed re-location to shared 
arrangement with Branch, the VSC and Sub-Branch, we remain optimistic about doing so soon.  I 
thank Brooke Thorpe and others in the Sub-Branch and Branch for their continued efforts in this 
regard.  I again thank the Executive and Board, the office staff, and our two team leaders, Ross 
Thomas and Florence Sofield, for their continued energy, skills and compassion in assisting our 
members and other clients.  Especially as I am again late in submitting this report, I offer my 
sincere thanks to the Editor, Bob Cremer, who continues to provide an excellent magazine while 
applying endless patience in doing so.  In closing this report, I wish all members a fair share of 
happiness and good health, and ask you all to keep up the good work.
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In all, ten Australian soldiers have been recognised for their bravery more than 50 years after they 
fought in the Vietnam War’s Battle of Long Tan.  On 18th August, 1966, members of D Company, 
outnumbered 20 to one, fought against the odds to defeat the Viet Cong.  About 245 Viet Cong and 
18 Australians were killed and more were wounded.

But for half a century many of the men received no official recognition of their courage, despite 
sustained campaigning for such recognition.  Now 10 of those soldiers have been recognised at 
Government House in Canberra.  Presenting them with their bravery awards, Governor-General 
Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Ret’d) told them they were brave, dedicated and professional.

“Today many years after the event we think we have discovered all of those whose special efforts 
needed to be recognised,” he said, “Let nobody dispute that the Battle of Long Tan stands as the 
emblem of that long war... we recognise people who for 50 years have been waiting.  I commend 
the way you fought 50 years ago.  Well done.”

Three of the medals were accepted posthumously, including the one for Gordon Sharp - the only 
Australian officer to die in the battle.  The ten recipients were:
 Frank Alcorta OAM  The late Barry Eugene Magnussen
 Colonel Francis Adrian Roberts OAM Neil Raymond Bextrum
 The late Ronald Howard Brett Ian Martin Campbell
 Noel John Grimes   Geoffrey Michael Peters
 William Alfred Roche  The late Second Lieutenant Gordon Sharp
 
 (Extract from the Army News and ABC News - Photo ABC Jesse Dorsett)
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 ANZAC Day Schools Award 2016 and Remembrance Day
        St John Vianney’s Primary School
     Wayne Kendall - Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch

St John Vianney’s Primary School, is a Catholic School with some 200 students located in Wara-
manga, a suburb in the ACT.  The school places great emphasis on students conducting research 
and understanding of the history and traditions of Australia’s involvement in conflicts throughout 
our relatively short history.  To this end, the school has established a link to the Woden Valley RSL 
Sub-Branch, with the school participating in our annual ANZAC and Peace Ceremony at Eddison 
Park, and conducts ceremonies at the school on ANZAC Day in April and Remembrance Day in 
November.

In addition, the school participated in the ANZAC Day Schools Award in 2016, a competition 
conducted by the Commonwealth Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  St John Vianney’s School was 
awarded the runner-up award for the ACT category for Primary Schools.

The ANZAC Day Schools Awards Competition is an annual event conducted by the Dept of 
Veterans’ Affairs in both primary and secondary categories for schools throughout Australia.  The 
aim to have students conduct activities which promote initative and creativity in the way schools 
commemorate ANZAC Day.

In announcing the winners for 2016, the Minister for Veterans’s Affairs, The Hon Dan Tehan MP 
stated that as a nation it is important that we never forget the service and sacrifice of the men and 
women who serve in the defence of our country.  Central to keeping that memory alive is instilling 
respect for the wartime history and an understanding of the importance of ANZAC Day.  The Min-
ister also congratulated every student and every school who took part in this year’s competition.  
He noted the great initiative and creativity that the schools used to commemorate and understand 
the significance of ANZAC Day.

In 2016, 68 schools participated.  Kaleen Primary School was awarded the ACT winner, with 
St John Vianney’s Primary School awarded the runner-up prize.  The Dept of Veterans’ Affairs 
requested that the awards be presented to the schools by local ex-Service Organisations.  A mem-
ber of Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch formally presented the award to The Principal of St John 
Vianney’s during the Remembrance Day Ceremony at the school on 11th November 2016.

The St John Vianney’s entry included a number of activities, events and research tasks relating to 
ANZAC Day and WWI history, including attendance by some students and staff at the ANZAC 
and Peace Ceremony at Eddison Park and the laying of a wreath, meeting veterans, and learning 
the significance of the commemoration.  At the start of Term 2, the school conducted an ANZAC 
Day prayer for students, staff and families, and the reading of the Ode of Remembrance by a 
serving member of the ADF.  Students conducted a number of research tasks, based on WWI and 
the Western Front.  Subjects researched and presented included recruit training, the development 
of tank warfare and other weapons, medical support and medicines available at the time, trench 
warfare, and the roles that women played in this conflict.   >>>
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Some projects looked at army rations compared with those available today, as well as the study of 
some items on loan from the Australian War Memorial.

In awarding the runner-up prize to St John Vianney’s, the judges noted their entry demonstrated 
that the students had learned a considerable amount in the weeks prior to ANZAC Day.  They 
commented that the variety of learning activities undertaken by the students was highly suitable 
and they were pleased to see such a wide range of topics researched and presented.  Taking part in 
the ANZAC Day Schools Award competition provided the students with a greater awareness and 
understanding of the impact of war on our nation, respect and empathy for veterans and those who 
have paid the ultimate price, and the impact upon their families.  We offer our congratulations to 
St John Vianney’s Primary School on this great achievement.

A ceremony to commemorate Remembrance Day was conducted on 11th November.  The cere-
mony was attended by all staff and students as well as families and friends of the school.

Left, the presentation to the Principal Mrs Vicky van der San-
den, of the ANZAC Day Schools’ Award 2016, runner-up ACT 
Primary Schools category, presented on behalf of the Dept of 
Veterans’ Affairs by Sub-Branch member, Wayne Kendall.

The school invited the Sub-Branch to provide a guest speaker, 
and to make the presentation for and on behalf of the Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Affairs.

A very moving ceremony was conducted and portrayed by stu-
dents of 3-4 Catherine Class and included images of conflicts, 
with emphasis on WWI, portrayal of roles of those involved 
in conflict, and the history of symbols and traditions.  The use 
of Poppies on our days of commemoration was presented, and  

one student read the poem, “In Flanders Fields”, by Lt-Col John McCrae.  Another student read 
and conducted the Ode of Remembrance, and invited the guest speaker, Wayne Kendall to make 
the Remembrance Day address.

During the address, students were reminded of the significance of this day to Australia, and how 
this ceremony evolved and became such an important part of our history.  Other aspects relating 
to the history included the large number of countries involved in a truly global conflict, the vast 
number of casualties both military and civilian on both sides, and the appalling conditions the sol-
diers had to endure throughout the conflict.  Students were made aware of Australia’s contribution 
and participation in WWI.  As a relatively new nation with a small population, we made a very 
large contribution to the Allied effort in Europe.  However, the casualty list was very heavy, and 
this was to have lasting effect upon the country for many years to come.

The significance of the numbers of Australians involved, and the vast number of casualties, obvi-
ously had impact upon the students.     >>>
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During later class room reviews, much of the discussions were centered around the number of 
casualties and the likely impact upon their families.

St John Vianney’s Primary School is to be congratulated upon their success in achieving a greater 
understanding by the students into the history and prominence of our military heritage.  As their 
project research and studies have shown, the students have a keen interest and great empathy and 
respect for those who have served the country, and in particular for those who paid the ultimate 
price.

School Principal, Mrs Vicky van der 
Sanden with plaque with inscription:

   2016 ANZAC Day Schools’ Awards
   St John Vianney’s Primary School
        Australian Capital Territory
                State Runner-up
          Primary School Category

Wayne Kendall with St John Vianney’s 
School Representative Council at Eddi-
son Park, Phillip



12

  Presentation of the 2017 Australia Day Medallions
	 	 									at	Woden	Valley	RSL	Sub-Branch	offices

At a morning tea on Tuesday 24th January 2017, several members of Canberra RSL Sub-Branches 
were awarded Australia Day Medallions.

Attending on behalf of the Chief-Minister was MLA Ms Joy Burch with ACT RSL President, Mr 
Peter Eveille and CEO of ACT RSL Mr James Davidson.

Australia Day Medallions were awarded to the following:

Mickey Michaelis, [Peacekeepers] while still in full-time employment, has held many positions 
in the Branch and at National Office, and continues to provide valuable advice and expertise to 
veterans across the area.
Tony Carthy, [Belconnen] a Sub-Branch pensions officer for over seven years and provides an 
outstanding commitment to the Sub-Branch.
Ian Forsyth, a serving RAAF member, [Vice President Gungahlin] has worked tirelessly arranging 
sales for RSL appeals.  His dedication, enthusiasm and leadership are hereby acknowledged with 
this award.
Graeme Slattery, [Tuggeranong] served on the Sub-Branch executive in various positions and 
assists with fund raising appeals as well as being in full-time employment as a consultant with the 
Department of Defence.  
Terry Duffy, [Tuggeranong] one of the original members of the Sub-Branch having joined in the 
early 1990s.  He supports all Sub-Branch efforts, hospital visiting and provides support to a dis-
abled former army colleague.
Florence Sofield, [Woden Valley] commenced working at the Sub-Branch as a receptionist, but, 
through her vast nursing experience, her task changed to Community Support Co-ordinator for the 
Branch, providing excellent support to all her clients.

All recipients are to be congratulated on this worthy award.
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Australia Day Medallion 
recipients with MLA, Joy 
Burch and RSL ACT Pres-
ident, Peter Eveille at the 
presentation ceremony.

Below, Florence Sofield 
with Sub-Branch President 
Jim Gilchrist and Louise 
Clarke.

   FALL IN

          A warm welcome is extended to the following new members:
        Zenon Ciciksza, Johnathan Bessellieu, Steven Call,
 John Hendry, Dennis Maddock, Geoffrey Morgan,
   Nathan Vaurela 
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   THE EDDISON DAY CLUB’S              
              13TH BIRTHDAY
          Peter Sutton
                  Co-Ordinator Day Club

We are still averaging around 40-55 members each week although the weather of late has been 
very hot.  The Irish Club is much cooler and comfortable inside.  We are most grateful to the Irish 
Club for providing the room at no charge, supplying tea and coffee and serving a wholesome 
cooked lunch each week at a reasonable cost.

Our Christmas Party, on 9th December where we had Ms Liz Lumb come to play Christmas carols 
and songs for us.  We had a delicious two-course Christmas lunch, wine and juice, followed by 
traditional plum pudding, custard and cream.  Our Christmas raffle was also spectacular with ev-
erybody receiving a gift.  Many of the prizes were donated, with some purchased by Mrs Merna 
Gillard from Day Club funds.  Any leftover prizes were donated to charity.  Several Board mem-
bers attended with our very supportive Patron, Mrs Pam Yonge.

The Day Club returned in 2017 on 13th January after the end-of-year break.  Our first guest speak-
er was one of our own volunteers, Mrs Shirley Gollings, who is also a volunteer at the National 
Library.  She spoke about the exhibition there called “SELL: Advertising in Australia from the 
1790’s through to the 1990’s.”  The following Friday, we had one of our regular entertainers, Mr 
Laurie MacDonald, a local Bush Poet.  This week and the following were on an Australia Day 
theme.  Laurie has committed to memory many iconic Australian poems.  He has written and 
published many of his own poems that have an Australian subject and is a marvellous entertainer.  
Friday 27th continued the Australia Day theme with a “Show and Tell,” where members and vol-
unteers spoke of their family history around immigration and naturalisation.

Our 13th Anniversary was celebrated on 3rd February.  We were privileged to have Mr Jim Gilchrist 
and Mr Greg Kennett, as well as our Patron Mrs Pam Yonge attending.  Hard-working Mr John 
Kent purchased a delicious cake for us to share on the day.  Our entertainment that day was 
“Young at Heart Singers and Musicians” who are part of the University of the Third Age (U3A) 
and meet at the Hughes Community Centre.  Mr Bob Cremer also attended and took photos of 
proceedings.

On 10th February, on a Valentine’s Day theme, we had an “Open Your Hearts” morning, where 
members were given a name and had to find their partner.  Names such as “Adam” and “Eve”, 
“Strawberries” and “Cream” etc, were used.  Once you found your partner, members were encour-
aged to share their thoughts on various subjects.  This allowed members to get to know someone 
who they may not have perviously known very well.  Mr Ross Howard came on 17th February 
to speak of his time spent in Antarctica.  His talk was supported by some wonderful photos of 
glaciers, icebergs, wildlife, historic structures and people at work.  Mr Tim Mulcahy, Head of 
Propagation at the National Botanical Gardens is coming to talk about plant propagation on 24th 
February and will be accompanied by his wife Mari.   >>>
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Mr Alan Foskett, one of our regulars, a local historian and author, is coming on 3rd March to talk 
about Canberra’s early days.  The theme for the 3rd and 10th March is Canberra Day, when another 
regular will be Mr Campbell Egan, a local historian, is coming to speak about the history behind 
Canberra’s suburb names.  An excursion is planned for 17th March, St Patrick’s Day, and a large 
celebration is planned at the Irish Club for its National Day.

“McQuiod’s Offering,” a local music group, who play traditional Bush Ballads will be entertain-
ing us on 24th March, and Mr Glenn Brewer, Station Officer with ACT Fire and Rescue is coming 
on 31st March to discuss safety in the home.  On 7th April we have an Easter theme, and an Easter 
hat parade is planned with prizes for the best Easter hat or dress.  The 14th April is Good Friday, 
so there is no Day Club activities on that day.

As you can see we have a wide and varied range of entertainment for the Club.  The hard work 
is mainly due to the efforts of Ms Julie Cronin who has many contacts in organisations and with 
individuals.  We have several regular speakers and entertainers who return, and we can call on, 
sometimes at short notice, if we have a cancellation by a previously booked entertainer or guest 
speaker.  We continue to try to attract members, especially volunteers to the Day Club.  We meet 
each Friday between 10:00am and 2:00pm at the Irish Club in Parkinson Street, Weston.  The cost 
is $11.00, which includes morning tea, a cooked lunch and a ticket in the raffle. 

If you, or anyone you know, who might 
be interested in coming along, drop in and 
check us out and then if you wish you can 
join us and enjoy some company and inter-
action with others.  Members or volunteers 
do not have to have any connection with the 
Services.

Call the Sub-Branch office for details if you 
want to become involved.
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        Plan for the Future
    Ian Wills

One thing in life is certain - you will die!  So, share information with your spouse or Next of Kin 
and make sure that they know where you have filed your important papers.  Unfortunately, when 
the time comes, Legacy often finds many people have not heeded this essential advice.

Hopefully, you are aware that you should have a valid up to date will and also arranged for 
someone to have your Power of Attorney is case you are unable to manage your affairs due to 
injury or illness.  (You may also have considered preparing an Advance Care Plan to give binding 
directions about your future medical treatment.)

The purpose of this article is to highlight the need to provide essential information to your family 
while you are still living, to assist them to sort out your private affairs and to help them to finalise 
the estate and ease the bureaucratic processes while they are grieving your departure.

Completing a document called Planning Ahead, developed by DVA, is a good start. See:
http:www.dva.gov.au/about-dva/publications/health-publications/planning-ahead-kit. 
This document provides a framework for listing all your personal information and a checklist 
of who your family will need to notify when you die.  If you have a Centrelink Age Pension or 
a DVA Service Pension, your family must notify the applicable agency to prevent any overpay-
ment - that must be paid back.  If you are receiving a superannuation pension, such as military 
superannuation or public service superannuation from the Commonwealth Superannuation Cor-
poration (formerly Comsuper) they must be informed as soon as possible.  If you are receiving a 
compensation pension from DVA, they need to be told.  Please note that you should advise your 
family that DVA and the Commonwealth Superannuation Corporation are separate organisations 
and both need to be advised of the date of death.  Latest phone numbers are in the phone book.

If you have a prepaid funeral tell your family who you made the arrangements with.  If you have 
Life Insurance, make sure the family know who they should claim benefits from.

Legacy should also be advised as soon as possible if your family is eligible for Legacy benefits 
(principally, if you served in WWII, had operational service, died on service or your death was 
service related.)

Legacy will assist your family to complete the required documentation to obtain benefits that 
they will be entitled to.  The key documents to support their claims will be your death certificate, 
provided by your undertaker.  This normally takes 2-4 weeks.  Some information that families 
will usually need, but often have trouble locating, are tax file numbers, original copies of birth 
certificate (or Citizenship Certificate), Power of Attorney, marriage certificate and service records.  
Assembling them in advance will make life easier for your family during a period of stress.

You can prevent confusion and angst by involving your partner/executor in the payment of routine 
accounts, or briefing them on what you do and your arrangements for paying accounts.   >>>
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       2017
   Notes for the Diary

ANZAC & Peace Ceremony Wed 5th April 2017 - 11:30am Eddison Park, Phillip
ANZAC Fundraising Appeal 18th-25th April 2017 Woden & Weston
ANZAC Eve Dinner Mon 24th April 2017 - 6:00pm Southern Cross Club, Phillip
Sub-Branch ANZAC Day 
Service

Tue 25th April 2017 - 8:00am Eddison Park, Phillip

ANZAC Day March Tue 25th April 2017 - 10:00am ANZAC Pde, Campbell
Remembrance Day Poppy 
Appeal

6th-9th November 2017 Woden & Weston

Remembrance Day Service Sat 11th November 2017
10:00 - Noon

Australian War Memorial

Christmas Lunch Wed 6th December 2017
12:00 for 12:30pm 

Orion Room, Canberra 
Southern Cross Club

   Ordinary General Meetings

Ordinary General Meetings (OGMs) are held in the Rainbow Room, Southern Cross Club, Phillip, 
92-98 Corinna Street, Woden at 7:00pm on Tuesdays: 
 31 January,  28 March,  30 May,  25 July, 29 August, 26 September, 28 November.

           Ordinary General Meeting Dinners

The Sub-Branch holds OGM Dinners in the Corinna Room 2, Southern Cross Club Phillip at 6:30 
for 7:00pm on Tuesdays: 28 February, 27 June and 31 October.

   Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of the Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch will be held in the Rainbow 
Room, Southern Cross Club, Woden at 7:00pm on Tuesday 30 May 2017.

For example, if you arrange electronic payments from your credit card, direct payments will have 
to be changed to a card in another name.  In worst cases we have experienced situations where 
essential information is listed on a computer - but no one knows the password!

Everyone’s situation is different so it is up to you to be prepared.
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LEST WE FORGET
“The price of liberty is eternal  vigilance”

    “They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old, 
       Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn, 
       At the going down of the sun, and in the morning 
        We will remember them”.

    WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE

The following was written by Pericles well over two thousand years ago, long before 
the first ANZAC Day, but only a stone’s throw from Gallipoli:

Each has won a glorious grave - not that sepulchre of earth wherein they lie, but the 
living tomb of everlasting remembrance wherein their glory is enshrined. For the whole 
earth is the sepulchre of heroes. Monuments may rise and tablets be set up to them in 
their own land, but on far-off shores there is an abiding memorial that no pen or chisel 
has traced; it is graven not on stone or brass, but on the living hearts of humanity.  Take 
these men for your example. Like them, remember that prosperity can be only for the 
free, that freedom is the sure possession of those alone who have the courage to defend it. 

Engraved forever at ANZAC Cove are these words from Kemal Ataturk, the Commander 
of the Turkish 19th Division during the Gallipoli Campaign and the first President of the 
Turkish Republic from 1924-1938: 

“Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their lives.  You are now living in the soil of 
a friendly country therefore rest in peace.  There is no difference between the Johnnies 
and the Mehmets to us where they lie side by side here in this country of ours.  You, the 
mothers, who sent their sons from faraway countries wipe away your tears; your sons 
are now lying in our bosom and are in peace.  After having lost their lives on this land 
they have become our sons as well.” 

         
      Albert Payne, John Richards, Roger Bowden, Lyle Edwin Holtkamp, Keith Cossart,
     Samuel Joseph Irwin, John L Hudson, John Sim, George McAulay, Keith Rodda,
      William Hindson, Albert Leonard Rich (Len), Juan Perez (John).
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   My Compliments to the Cook
    Les Cook

I dedicated this story to the army cooks, that gallant band of much-maligned, misunderstood, of-
ten unfairly-critised, men who undertook the thankless task of feeding us during the years of war.  
We couldn’t have made it without them, and we wouldn’t have swapped places with them for all 
the tea in China.  May their shadows grow long!

Whenever I think of them I am reminded of the following ritual that was 
played out so often while we stood in line at mess-parade waiting for our 
meal.  It is a relic of the first war, or perhaps even earlier.

Single voice: “Who called the cook a b-----------?”
Response by all: “Who called the b----------- a cook?”

This sally was invariably followed by laughter and cat-calls from us, and 
rude comments and obscene gestures from the cook.  I can see him now, 
clad in a greyish singlet (that was once white), eyes red with smoke, hair 
matted with sweat, cigarette butt hanging from one corner of his mouth,
a dirty cloth thrown over one shoulder, standing glumly behind the mess-orderlies as they served 
the meal, taking the good-natured banter and giving back as good as he got.

Typical of the breed, but perhaps less skilled than some, our Company cook told us that he had 
been a shearer’s cook in civil life.  I doubt if this was true.  His culinary skills were “non est” - as 
the French say, and it is most unlikely that any self-respecting shearing gang would have tolerated 
what he called cooking.

His favourite response to complaints about the food was “Get it inter yers, and sleep on bags” 
often followed by, “If yers don’t eat it today, yers’ll eat it tomorrow” - which we usually did.

He had been in the Light Horse in the first war, and was nearer fifty than forty.  He was a very 
heavy drinker, and many of my recollections of him are of when he was drunk.  It was said that 
his condition sometimes was the result of his unrestricted access to Essence of Lemon flavouring 
from the cookhouse stocks.  Having said all that, however, it is also true that his lack of cooking 
ability and his drunkeness were more than compensated for by his steadying influence on us 
young ones when things got bad later.  He was a veritable rock of stability and dependability when 
the heat was on.

We were in the Western Desert at the top of Halfaya Pass near the Italian border fort, Fort Cappuz-
zo, living in sangars.  A sangar is an oval wall of loosely packed stones about 60cm high with a 
gap for a doorway at one end and with a groundsheet over the top, usually just big enough to hold 
two men.  It afforded some protection from the desert wind and sand, and also from things that go 
bump in the night.       >>>



21

Water was scarce, but the Italians had left behind plenty of wine and spirits when they retreated.  
The cook had a large wooden cask of brandy alongside his improvised cookhouse.  The top of the 
cask was smashed in, and an empty can with the lid folder back to make a handle stood on the 
cask for use as his cup.

At that time, most field-cooking in the Middle East was done using pressurised kerosene stoves, 
the pressure being provided by a foot-operated pump.  This stove fired a flame about 60cm long 
and 15cm wide parallel with the ground.  The method of employment was to dig a short trench 
about 20cm deep and put the stove into the trench at one end.  The dixies for cooking were rested 
on metal bars at the other end of the trench.

The stove was a temperamental device at best, one of its inherent faults being that strong wind 
blew out the flame.  This occurred often on bad days, to the ever-increasing frustration and fury 
of the cook.  There was always a heap of dead matches under the burner from his numerous un-
successful attempts to keep the stove burning.  He took this unequal battle to be the stove and the 
elements conspiring against him personally, so he cursed them incessantly calling down the wrath 
of all gods, past, present, and future, on the war, the desert, the wind, the stove, and on the powers-
that-be who had inflicted him with it.  His colourful intemperate language alone would have been 
enough to reignite it immediately.

When finally he did get the stove going again, he would dip his cup into the brandy, take a drink, 
then, muttering the incantation, “Burn that, you ------”, he would throw what was left in the cup 
over the stove.  This resulted in the whole thing being engulfed in a sheet of flickering blue flame, 
which gave the cook great joy.  He had achieved the dual satisfactiion of having another drink and 
immersing his hated enemy in flame with the one well-practiced movement.  It became a ritual.

He had purloined some oatmeal from somewhere and decided one day to regale us with porridge 
as a special treat.  He didn’t have any water so he used brandy instead, and by the colour of the 
result he must have cooked it in a copper pot.  Having prepared this concoction of oatmeal, brandy 
and sweetened condensed milk, he set off on his hands and knees to do the rounds of the sangars 
dragging the dixie along the ground behind him.  I don’t know if he was too drunk to stand or if 
he crawled to keep out of the wind.

A dust storm was blowing, and those of us who were free to do so were taking shelter in our san-
gars.  A scratching sound outside heralded the arrival of the cook.  The dixie was pushed through 
the door-opening, followed by his bleary-eyed face clad in the ever-present balaclava, demanding 
to know “Do yers want some burgoo?”  He personified the poet’s, “The greasy cook with his sore-
eyed look”.  We were all dirty, but it was so long since he had taken off his balaclava to have a 
wash that his beard was growing through the wool.

Our “No thanks Bert, we’re not hungry” was brushed aside and a ladle of tacky, greenish-blue 
porridge mixed with sand was dumped in our mess gear.  As he went on his way we heard above 
the moan of the desert wind and the rattle of sand on the groundsheet his parting advice, “Get it 
inter yers and sleep on bags”.
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Mr Ben Maguire, is founder and Chairman of Re-
mount, a not for profit company based on a working 
cattle property at Bowning NSW.

ACT Branch and the Woden Valley Sub-Branch are 
pleased to join Remount’s horsemanship programs 
for current and former members of the Defence forc-
es who may be suffering PTSD, stress or physical 
injuries as a result of their service.

Ben was formerly CEO of the Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame when he met Colonel John 
Mayer from the US Marine Corp, and the concept of Remount began.  With John’s inspiration, 
Ben began hosting veterans at a major horse and cattle event in Longreach, and discovered the
power of the horse and its potential to heal.

Ben with his wife, Marina, and support of 
friends in the community, now provide these 
programs on a volunteer basis throughout the 
year.  Ben, Marina and daughter Harriette live 
on the Bowning property, near Yass, NSW, 
where they trade cattle and host veterans who 
stay on-site when learning their new skills.

[Below] ACT RSL President, Peter Eveille, 
with ACT RSL CEO James Davidson and Re-
nee Mills at the property.

       [Below] The Remount crew and above,   
       what better place to stop for a picnic lunch.

  Remount Bowning
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         The Returned and Services League of Australia 
         Woden Valley Sub-Branch Inc.

         ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
       Tuesday 30th May 2017 
     AGENDA

 1. Roll Call 
 2. Minutes of previous AGM [31st May 2016] – Read and Confirmed 
 3. Annual Report – President 
 4. Financial Statements – Treasurer 
 5. Welfare Report 
 6. Finance Committee 
 7. Motions on Notice 
 8. Declare all office positions vacant 
 9. Election of Board of Management in accordance with Section 3
  of the Sub-Branch Constitution 
 10. Installation of Sub-Branch President and Executive 
 11. Closure of Annual General Meeting 
 12. Ordinary General Meeting for May 2017 
 13. Closure 
 14. Ode

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017

ThE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF ThE WOdEN VALLEy SUb-bRANCh 

OF ThE RETURNEd ANd SERVICES LEAGUE WILL bE hELd ON 

TUESdAy 30th MAy 2017
   The Rainbow Room, Canberra Southern Cross Club

                             commencing at 7:00pM
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anzac and peace ceremony for schoolchildren

The annual Woden Valley RSL Sub-Branch ANZAC and Peace Ceremony will be conducted at  
Eddison Park, Phillip on Wednesday 5th April 2017.

Spectators and members of the Sub-Branch assemble at 11:00am.  Schools arrive at Eddison Park 
about 11:15am, with the Ceremony commencing at 11:30am.  

The Ceremony will conclude at about 12:15pm.

You are asked to help our regular core of volunteers in the following areas:
  •  Act as a wreath laying guide/escort for each school - about 20 needed
  •  At least four marshals to guide the schools on arrival to their places in the park
  •  A member to take charge of the flag poles and lowering and hoisting of flags
  •  A liaison officer for the Catafalque Party
  •  Assist with the placing of hired chairs from 10:00am
  •  Help to erect shade tents
  •  Help by providing a trailer to collect and return portable gear from the Sub-Branch
     office and Garran School.

Medals should be worn.  Children look forward to meeting Veterans.  Please try to attend and chat 
with the children and in particular those children proudly wearing family medals.

Andre Bobets is Co-ordinator.  Please contact him on 0412 266 047 or by email:

  andre.bobets@gmail.com if you are able to assist.

  Only with your help will the ceremony be successful.
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        A visit to Polygon Wood, April 2013
  Douglas Rand

It is 5:30am on the edge of Polygon Wood, a few kilometres east 
of the thriving Belgian town of Ieper.  The first birds are stirring 
and a grey light in the east is beginning to mark out the silhou-
ettes of the trees.  It is very cold and the air is still.  A thin mist 
is lying across the ground and in my hand a small jar containing 
some earth I have just scooped up as a memento.  I am standing 
on ground that 96 years ago felt the same cold and saw the same 
mist and dawn light, but which shook with the clamour of battle 
and took a little of my Grandfather’s blood.

At this same hour, on 26th September 1917, in mist-shrouded darkness on the edge of this same 
Polygon Wood, several thousand Australian soldiers were waiting, poised for battle, not knowing 
if this would be their last day on earth.  They had been on their feet since midnight, carrying full 
battle kit, gradually moving through support trenches towards the tapes that marked their depar-
ture points at zero hour - 05:30.  Each man knew his place in the formations.  This was the Third 
Battle of Ypres and General Herbert Plumer had placed the 5th Division AIF at the spearhead.  
Leading the 5th that morning would be the 14th and 15th Brigades.  The first battalions to move for-
ward at zero hour would be the 53rd and 54th.  My Grandfather, Temporary Corporal Percy James 
Chynoweth. [pictured above], was in the 53rd.

The battered stronghold of Ypres, now known by its Flemish name of Ieper, lay several kilometres 
to the west, but the 53rd had not approached Polygon through the town.  Over the previous ten 
days they had marched around the southern side of the town, through Poperinge, Reninghelst, 
“by the ruins of Dickiebusch and by the outskirts of martyred Ypres,” skirting “that lake of death, 
Zillebeke”(1)  By 24th September, they were off the Menin Road in support trenches near Polgyon, 
waiting.

We cannot imagine the constant physical and psychological battering endured by millions of 
soldiers on the 750km-long network of trenches and fortifications known as the Western Front.  
However, by the standards of that hell on earth, the men of the 53rd were judged as being relatively 
fresh.  After the slaughter of Fromelles in July 1916, they needed to be reinforced and formed 
again into a viable fighting unit.  Percy Chynoweth, along with many other men from Sydney, 
were part of this reinforcement.  The battalion had been spared major combat over the summer 
of 1917.  There had been special training, road building and other fatigue duties, and regulation 
spells of duty in the line without being involved in major assaults.  Hardly a summer camp, but 
casualties remained low and morale grew.  The “Green and Blacks” were happy with their offi-
cers.  The CO, an English Cavalryman - Lt. Col. Oswald Croshaw, his first posting to command 
a British unit guarding the Suez Canal.  The tedium of his desert outpost galled this horseman to 
the core.  Anxious to see more action, he finally managed to get himself seconded to France where 
he was given command of the 53rd Battalion AIF.  Under Crowshaw’s leadership the Green and 
Blacks had acquired a nickname:  “Crowshaw’s Whale Oil Guards.”  >>>
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Crowshaw discovered that whale oil rubbed onto the “tin hat”  made it glisten impressively.  Hun-
dreds of these lined up on parade were much more pleasing to the eye of an officer accustomed 
to dashing cavalry outfits, so Croshaw ensured that his battalion had a good supply.  By early 
September the men of the 53rd Battalion knew a major action was brewing as training was stepped 
up, with successive days of assault training and practice for Lewis gunners, bombers and sig-
nallers.  There was practice in anti-gas measures, which even included a whiff of mustard gas to 
familiarise them with it.  On the 19th, the four Company commanders carried out rifle inspections.

Rain and mud had taken the shine off the helmets as the men marched eastwards from billet to 
camp to trench line.  They no longer slept under a roof.  They sheltered and slept the best they 
could in the open, in hollows and trenches.  The noise and smell of war pressed more heavily on 
their senses as they tramped on.  The sound of artillery, at first a distant thunder, steadily became 
more distinctly punctuated with individual howls and crashes of falling shells.  Aircraft often 
passed overhead.  Eventually the crackle of small arms fire could be distinguished amongst the 
booming continuo of the big guns.  On the 23rd as they were moving up, B Company had been 
caught in a heavy salvo and lost many men, including their Lieutenant Jennings.  “We had to 
shovel their remains onto a sheet of corrugated iron in order to remove them, and the sight, inured 
as we were to the horrors of the trenches, was un-nerving.”(1)

The heavy rains of August had ceased, though the trenches still held water.  The men remained in 
battle dress, ready to move at a moment’s notice.  Noise was incessant and loud, even when there 
was no major action.  Day and night, artillery from both sides boomed and small arms crashed.  
The autumn air carried the smell of black powder, cordite, high explosive and decaying human 
and animal flesh.  Concussion from a closely falling shell would shake the earth and the air.  Even 
back from the front line, no one was safe from injury, and a few evacuated with shrapnel injuries.

The men now knew their objective.  They were to advance across the shattered remains of Poly-
gon Wood, a distance of 900 yards, and capture a large fortified mound, known as “the Butte”.  
Somewhere in those 900 yards of churned up ground were German pillboxes and strongpoints 
barring their way.  Once the Butte had been captured, the 53rd was to consolidate there, allowing 
the 55th behind them to leap-frog through and continue the advance, according to Plumer’s “bite 
and hold” strategy.  At midnight the men moved out towards their assembly point, marked with 
tapes laid by scouts.  A German barrage temporarily halted movement, but all 700 men were in 
position by 03:15.  To their right, and behind them, were the other three battalions of the 14th  
Brigade.  Shells flew from the German artillery, but most passed overhead and burst behind in the 
mist.  Did they hit the 55th behind?  In the darkness, no one knew.  For 2 1/2 hours, everyone kept 
their heads down in the cold night air and waited.

By 05:30 the sky was beginning to grey with the promise of dawn.  There was a heavy mist.  This 
was good news.  The men could begin the attack under cover of mist and semi-darkness.  If all 
went well, the increasing light and thinning mist would then aid their forward momentum and 
help them see their targets.  05:50 - Zero hour.  The barrage opened with great accuracy, their 
shells bursting a couple of hundred yards ahead.  The men stood and crossed no-man’s land in 
sections in single file.      >>>
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They moved at the double till the first ones reached 60 yards from the barrage line, then knelt as 
they had been trained to do, until the barrage crept forward.  The barrage of course was the signal 
to the Germans that a serious attack was underway and their gunners fired into the mist ahead of 
them.  The muzzle flashes told the Australians where the German machine guns were.  They had 
not yet opened fire themselves and so had not given their exact locations to the enemy.  They exe-
cuted the tactics they had trained in for this kind of assault.  A Lewis gun began firing back at the 
German strong point.  Suddenly the Germans had a target in the Lewis’s own muzzle flashes, and 
began firing at it.  This was the intention.  While the German fire was being drawn, a sergeant and 
half a dozen men worked around the flanks and then rushed the position “with bomb and bayo-
net”(2).  The gun was silenced.  The mist remained heavy as the advance continued and the officers 
had to lead their men with the help of compasses.

The Butte was reached.  Sentries stood at the openings while bombing parties drove defenders 
backwards into a couple of rooms.  After some resistance it was all over.  Two officers and 56 
other Germans surrendered to the Australians.  The objective was reached at 06:25.  As planned, 
the 55th moved through and continued Plumer’s carefully planned operation, culminating in what 
became the greatest victory of the 5th Division in the Great War.  On the Butte today stands the 
official 5th Division Memorial.

The Battle of Polygon Wood was a great success in military terms.  It has taken only 35 minutes 
for the Whale Oil Guards to secure the first major objective.  But history tells us only too well the 
harsh human toll of that war, and those 35 minutes had cost the Green and Blacks dearly.  The 
dashing cavalryman, Lt. Col. Croshaw DSO, died of wounds that morning.  Temporary Corporal 
Percy Chynoweth lay amongst the shattered trees of the wood with gunshot wounds to the back 
and chin.  Forty others also were dead or wounded.

My grandfather was evacuated to England to convalesce.  Five months later he rejoined the Green 
and Blacks under their new commander, Colonel Cheeseman.  The battalion, now in France, went 
on to play a key role in the defence of Villers-Brettoneux in April 1918 and to spearhead the crucial 
liberation of Péronne in August 1918.  Percy was wounded again at Péronne, this time in the foot.  
Disabled in the battlefield, he lay there for several days until his wounds became gangrenous.  He 
was eventually found by a German prisoner of war, who carried him back to an Australian aid 
post.  That German saved my grandfather’s life.  He didn’t save his foot, however, which had to 
be amputated.  My grandfather’s artificial foot was a curiosity to my brother and me as children, 
and sometimes prompted us to ask Pa for stories about the war.  Like many veterans, though, his 
stories avoided his personal feelings and only broadly touched on his experiences.  Most of my 
knowledge of what he did has been gleaned from the archives of the Australian War Memorial.

POST-SCRIPT
The men opposing Plumer’s forces in Polygon Wood were mostly Bavarians under Crown Prince 
Rupprecht.  Somewhere else on the Western Front a soldier from Hamburg, Alois Backhaus, was 
shooting at British or French, and hoping against hope, as men fell around him, that he would 
survive and one day go home.  His hope was fulfilled.  This I know because I married his grand-
daughter, Berlinde, in 1988.        >>>
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Three great-grandchildren of Alois Backhaus and Percy Chynoweth grew up on a property on the 
edge of the Snowy Mountains in Australia and spoke German as their first language.  They have 
added French to their second language, English, and value greatly their dual national heritage.  
Thus does generation succeed generation as we ponder the lessons of war.

References:

(1) John J. Kennedy, The Whale Oil Guards, Naval & Military Press Ltd./Imperial War Museum, 
London (facsimile edition)
(2)  War diary of the 53rd Battalion AIF, September 1917.

   
     Flanders Poppies Waving

The King of England went to France
and viewed his soldiers trenches,
he was surprised so many died,
Tommies, Germans, Frenchies.

But reassured that all was well
he ordered, “CARRY ON”

and this allowed the general staff
to plan another Somme

His escort tended to his needs,
they showed him what they wanted
and whilst they hid the worst of war

the part he bore, it hurt him.

The Sovereign then took leave of France,
with Flanders poppies waving

he said “Goodbye, to all the mud,
the mad, the dead - the dying.

Without emotion so it seemed,
he quietly left for England,

Bewildered - sad - he stepped ashore,
and prayed - “God save the Kingdom”.

      E.G. (Jerry) Cole
         January 2017
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  Flagship:  The Cruiser HMAS Australia II   
	 and	the	Pacific	War	on	Japan
    Book Review by Desmond Woods

Some naval history books traverse well worn tracks where 
many authors have been before and contribute little that 
is new or engaging. Mike Carlton’s new book ‘Flagship’ 
is not such a book. On the contrary, this book has been 
missing from the literature. It is a timely book that will fill 
the general void in the public’s understanding of the Royal 
Australian Navy’s war at sea 1939-45 and the Pacific cam-
paign in particular.

It is remarkable how many of our fellow citizens are well 
versed in the stories of Tobruk, Alamein, the Fall of Sin-
gapore and the battles for the Kokoda Track. Whereas the 
loss of the light cruiser HMAS SYDNEY with all 645 of 
her men off WA in 1941 has been exhaustively retold, the

lives of the sailors who served in the ships of the RAN, and the Australian Merchant Navy in the 
Pacific war remains largely unknown.

The RAN deployed to war in the Pacific in December 1941 to stem the Japanese invasion of 
South East Asia and Australia’s northern waters. By January 1943 the USN and the RAN with the 
RAAF had secured the sea lanes from an enemy that had planned to dominate Australia’s links to 
the world as a part of its plan to maintain Japanese dominance in the South West Pacific. We are 
approaching the 75th anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea, where the Japanese advance was 
first halted. The story told in ‘Flagship’ of how Admiral Jack Crace, originally from Gungahlin 
near Canberra, took his RAN/USN squadron and blocked the Jomard passage. Crace and his 
men, RAN and USN, despite being under air attack fought and survived and in doing so deterred 
the Japanese High Command from attempting to carry out their plan for a seabourne invasion of 
virtually defenceless Port Moresby.

Flagship covers the tragic night battle at Savo Island, off Guadalcanal, the bombardment of New 
Guinea beaches as the allies went north and the vast sea battles off the Philippines at Leyte Gulf, 
Surigao Strait and Lingayen Gulf, where the Japanese surface fleet ceased to exist as a fighting 
fleet. These events are infrequently recalled and not formally taught to a rising generation. The 
few Australians with whom the names of these sea battles may resonate have little or no under-
standing that cruisers and destroyers of the RAN fought with the USN, and later the powerful 
British Pacific Fleet, right through the Pacific campaign from 1942-45. During those years RAN 
and USN ships sustained the allied armies fighting in jungles. They poured naval gunfire down on 
Japanese coastal strongpoints and softened up resistance saving thousands of allied soldiers and 
marines from virtually certain death as they disembarked from landing craft. Flagship brings these 
engagements vividly back to attention. The RAN paid a very high price in fine ships and young 
lives for being in the thick of the fight so often and for so long.
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The repeated and often fatal kamikaze attacks which HMAS Australia’s crew endured in late 1944 
and early 1945, while continuing to do their duty, should be the stuff of national inspiration. It 
is not. Why is there such a blind spot in the general knowledge of the RAN’s role in the Pacific? 
What accounts for this national amnesia? It may owe much to the lack, until now, of one good 
book which is available and easily read by anyone wishing to learn what happened to Australian 
sailors at war in the Pacific. Australia’s naval history in WWII is a significant part of the nation’s 
story and deserves to be formally taught to each generation. ‘Flagship’ is the book every school 
could use for this purpose.

Sterling work has been done by generations of naval historians who have explained in ships his-
tories where the RAN was in action. The sacrifices of the men who fought is well documented. 
But much of that work is long out of print and none of those writers, since the official historian of 
the RAN in WWII, G.H. Gill, have worked on such a wide canvas as ‘Flagship’ does. This book 
tells the whole story of the contribution of the heavy cruisers, Australia and Shropshire made in 
the countless engagements large and small which led inexorably to the Japanese surrender in 
Tokyo Bay.

But this is not a dry account of maritime campaigns only of interest to naval history buffs. ‘Flag-
ship’ is a rattling good read, full of fascinating detail and grounded in excellent research aided by 
the professional historians at the Sea Power Centre - Australia where the Navy keeps its historical 
archives. ‘Flagship’ is also a social history of a very particular,  never to be repeated, human expe-
rience. It asks, and answers, the questions how did young Australian civilians transform and adapt 
to what the Naval Prayer calls ‘the dangers of the sea and the violence of the enemy’.

‘Flagship’ reaches into the cruisers mess decks and gunrooms and tells through their letters and 
diaries the stories of the young men who lived there, often for years, while their ship carried them 
into danger and back out again. Here are the lives of those who lived and returned to Australia, 
and those who were killed in action and buried at sea by their grieving shipmates, usually the same 
day. It also deals with the role that the American High Command in Australia and the Australian 
Naval Board played in the decisions about where and when the RAN went into action. Key allied 
commanders and their political masters made choices which determined the outcome of the Aus-
tralian contribution to the war in the Pacific.

The manifest failures that led to disaster at the night battle of Savo Island and the loss of HMAS 
Canberra are not glossed over and the sad truth that it was a badly aimed, hastily fired, American 
torpedo which first crippled the Australian cruiser is not shied away from. This fact has been wide-
ly accepted and documented since 1994 when it was fully explained by those RAN officers who 
were there and much later in life gained access to the USN’s archives. It is right that this sad truth 
should be restated with supporting evidence. But also here is the epic account HMAS CANBER-
RA’S surviving crew who recovered from the loss of their captain, their ship and shipmates and 
went to war again in HMAS SHROPSHIRE, an RN cruiser freely given by Winston Churchill to 
the RAN. Her guns crews avenged their eighty four dead Canberra shipmates when they attacked 
the Japanese battle line at Surigao Strait and earned the high praise of the Americans for the speed 
and accuracy of their 8 inch salvos.
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That is a great Australian example of ‘never say die’ and ‘Flagship’ tells that story, and many 
others, with the generosity, accuracy and the compassion which the men who lived these quietly 
heroic lives richly deserve.

The generation of RAN sailors who went to war in the Pacific in AUSTRALIA, CANBERRA 
and SHROPSHIRE are very nearly all gone now. The author interviewed the few who are left and 
recorded their memories. These last sailors standing were very young when they went to war but 
their insights and memories bring freshness to the battle scenes described. The author also read the 
unpublished accounts, held in private family archives, of those who wrote what they remembered 
of the times they survived. More work on the RAN in the Pacific war awaits those historians who 
wish to explore further into the archives and diaries.

This well illustrated, very substantial new book of 560 pages does justice to those men who are 
still with us, to those who were killed by kamikaze attacks at their action station in HMAS AUS-
TRALIA, to those men who came home from war and lived their lives among us. It pays tribute 
to those eighty four sailors and officers who still lie in Iron Bottom Sound, off Savo Island, with 
the lost cruiser, HMAS CANBERRA.

  Southern Cross Health Club
              Fees 2016-17

In 2015, the Southern Cross Health Club (SCHC) changed its
arrangements relating to gym use and fees payable by members of
the Sub-Branch.  The SCHC has advised that those arrangements
will continue for 2016-17.

The membership offered by SCHC is an individual membership at $517.40 per annum, or $9.95 
per week if paid by direct debit.  Scope exists within this membership offer to accrue periodic 
suspension of payments up to a maximum of three months per membership year.

The membership offers access to all classes that fall between 0700 and 1200 hours daily, access 
to ongoing assessments and specifically designed programs by a trainer, and access to the main 
gym between 0700 and 1200 hours daily.

The Sub-Branch Executive has again decided that the Sub-Branch will subsidise each financial 
member who enters into a weekly or annual arrangement with the SCHC in the amount of $100 
per annum, prorated if the membership is for less than a full year.

Members will need to make their own membership arrangements direct with the SCHC and then 
seek payment of the subsidy from the Sub-Branch when that has been done.  Proof of payment 
and details of the arrangement will need to be provided.

Greg Kennett
Secretary, 2nd September, 2016
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        History of the Waler
           From Waler Horse Society of Australia

In 1788, the first Fleet of eleven ships to Australia brought with it one stallion, two colts and 
four mares from the Cape of Good Hope.  They were generally thought to be Barb or Berber 
horses from a northern African breed with great hardiness and stamina.  Later ships, such as the 
Britannia, which landed in 1795, brought a further thirty three Cape horses.  The increasing de-
mand in the fledgling colony for saddle and work horses led to migration of notable breeds such 
as the Thoroughbred, Clydesdale, Suffolk Punch, Cleveland Bay, Lincolnshire Trotter, Norfolk 
Roadster, Yorkshire Coacher, Hackney, Timor pony, Arabian, Percheron and native British ponies.

From the outset of European settlement it was realised horses were needed that could meet the 
demands of this tough country.  All horses that reached Australian shores had already undergone 
a tough sea voyage and many horses died along the way.

From those survivors, the foundation of a uniquely Australian Colonial horse was established.
The practice of cross-breeding the small number 
of breeds available in Australia at the time result-
ed in a versatile work horse with good weight 
carrying capabilities, speed, endurance and the 
ability to thrive on the native pastures.

Successive Governors encouraged the breeding 
to meet the needs of transport and communica-
tions in the developing colony.  Soon, owners 
of large properties were to breed these colonial 
horses by the thousands not only for the domes-
tic needs but for what became a lucrative export
trade in remounts, initially to the British Army in India.  Strict standards of conformation and 
temperament were monitored by breeders for the fastidious remount horse agents.

These colonial bred horses became known as the “Waler”, a term coined by the British in India 
given to those horses that were bred in the colony of New South Wales.

Walers were used overseas as remounts for the cavalry, as artillery horses, and as carriage and 
sport horses for both the British Army and the Raj in India.  By 1867, the Waler was regarded 
by the British as amongst the finest cavalry horse in the world.  Horses were exported from the 
colony as early as 1816 through private sales and the flourishing remount trade which ran from 
the 1830s till the 1960s.

Walers were supplied to the Australian Army for the Boer War, where mounted on their strong 
robust Walers, the Australians established an enviable reputation for their horses and their horse-
manship.  Later in WWI, the Waler became legendary with the Australian Light Horse for their 
feats of endurance and courage in the desert campaigns and later in France.  >>>
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During WWI, about 160,000 horses were sent overseas.  The Light Horse proved themselves with 
feats of endurance and bravery in the sands of the Middle East.  One of the most courageous and 
internationally recognised charges was that of the 4th and 12th Regiments at Beersheba on 31st 
October 1917, where after a full night’s march and a day’s fighting with no water, they galloped 
across a burning plain at the entrenched and heavily armed Turks, winning the day and the water 
wells of Beersheba.  A monument was erected in Sydney by returned soldiers who due to quaran-
tine and army economies had to leave their mounts behind.  It has the inscription:

  “By members of the Desert Mounted Corps and friends,
  to the gallant horses who carried them over the Sinai Desert
  into Palestine, 1915-19.  They suffered wounds, thirst, hunger,
  and weariness almost beyond endurance, but they never failed.
            They did not come home.”

Again Walers were supplied to the Army during WWII for use by the secret North Australia Ob-
server Unit who carried out surveillance of the remote northern coastline.  A small number also 
went with the army to Papua New Guinea and to Burma.  However, during this time mechanisa-
tion had begun to supersede horses both in the army and in general usage throughout the country.

At home, Walers proved the ideal utility and stockhorse also being used by the mounted police.  
However, with phasing out of the remount trade in the 1940s, commercial breeding of Walers 
rapidly declined.  Some breeders destroyed their stock but others simply abandoned them to run 
free on their station properties.

By the 1960s, the Waler had virtually disappeared from the domestic scene, with recreational and 
competition riders favouring more refined imported purebred horses such as Thoroughbred, Arab, 
European warmbloods and Quarter horses rather than the old fashioned heavier boned colonial 
breed with no studbook.

The Waler, once lauded to be one of the greatest cavalry horses in history, became an anachronism 
and almost became extinct.
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Sub-Branch Office Opening Hours.  The office is open from 9:00am until 3:00pm Monday to Friday, 
except public holidays.  The services of the Sub-Branch are available to all Sub-Branch members, 
and all serving and former members of the Australian Defence Force and overseas defence forces.
Office Administrator.  Joyce O’Brien administers the Sub-Branch Office and is responsible to the 
Executive for the efficient day-to-day routine of the office.  Joyce will supervise all Sub-Branch 
matters including membership, correspondence, functions and access to Sub-Branch services.
Veterans’ Support Centre (VSC).  The office is open from 9:00am until 3:00pm Monday to Friday, 
except public holidays, and at other times by appointment.  The services of the VSC are available 
to all Sub-Branch members, and all serving and former members of the Australian Defence Force 
and overseas defence forces.
Entitlements and Advocacy (E&A).  A team of trained advocates and entitlements/pension officers, 
both male and female, is available to provide assistance with claims under the Veterans’ Entitlement 
Act 1986 (VEA), the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1988 (SRCA), and the Military 
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 (MRCA).  We also provide support and advice to war 
widows and widowers in regards to pensions.  Andrew Properjohn, the E&A Administrator, will 
assist you with your enquiries.
Community Support.  Florence Sofield co-ordinates the provision of welfare to Sub-Branch 
members and their families.  Advice is available on matters such as DVA Gold and White Cards, 
travel, Veterans Home Care, residential and transitional care, HACC services, DVA Housing and 
financial information.
Hospital Visiting.  Volunteers visit each of the southern hospitals, Canberra, John James Memorial 
and Canberra Capital Private.  They aim to visit every veteran, RSL member and Legacy widow 
and widowers.
Hospice Visiting.  Visits can be arranged for Sub-Branch members in Clare Holland House.
Christmas Visits.  In December each year, all Sub-Branch members 80 years of age and over, and 
all Sub-Branch widows and widowers receive a home visit and a gift.
Health and Fitness Program.  The arrangements in place between the Southern Cross Health Club 
(SCHC) and the Sub-Branch relating to gym use have changed.  For details on the fees structure 
for 2016-17, see Memo from the Secretary on Page 33 of this edition.
Sub-Branch Publication.  The Sub-Branch publication, ‘The Serviceman’ is published three times 
per year and distributed free to all Sub-Branch members, widows and widowers.  A special edition 
is published for schoolchildren attending the annual ANZAC and Peace Ceremony at Eddison 
Park.
Eddison Day Club.  Sponsored by the Sub-Branch, the Day Club caters for members, their spous-
es, widows, widowers and the general community.  It meets every Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm 
(except Good Friday) from mid-Januaray to mid-December at the Irish Club, Parkinson Street, 
Weston.

If you know of any member who would benefit from any of these services, please contact 
the office.

SUB-BRANCH SERVICES 
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   “THE COO-EE MARCH”

Following the disaster of Gallipoli and the heavy casualties in France, in the latter half of 1915, 
recruiting figures for enlistment in World War I had dwindled.  Numerous recruiting rallies be-
came increasingly ineffective.  It was at this dark hour that Gilgandra NSW, butcher, Mr R.G. 
Hitchen and his brother Bill, the local plumber, had the idea of organising a route march of vol-
unteers to Sydney, enlisting recruits as they marched.

The idea caught the imagination of the general public, and the Coo-ees (as the volunteers were 
known) became national heroes.  The action of “Hitchen’s Own” and the subsequent marches, 
which followed, were responsible for a dramatic upturn in recruitment figures.

The events of World War I are so far away that, before tracing the progress of the march, it is 
necessary to try to re-create the feeling of the times.  Anyone reading about the Great War must 
notice again and again the intense, almost hysterical patriotism that swept through all classes of 
society in Australia, and the intense devotion shown to England, the Mother Country, head of the 
British Empire.  One constantly comes across such phrases as “For King and Country”, “For God, 
King and Empire”, “Making the Supreme Sacrifice”, “Answering the Call”, and “Not Wanting in 
the Hour of Their Country’s Need”.
A popular song of the time exhorted the young men:
    “We don’t want to lose you,
      but we think you ought to go,
      For your King and your Country,
      both need you so”.

Twenty six men left Gilgandra, a small western town on the Castlereagh River.  They were feted 
at each town on the route, and the stirring story of their march has become part of the official war 
history of Australia.  Recruitment meetings were held in each centre and their numbers increased 
to 263 by the time they reached Sydney.   In Gilgandra, as everywhere else, there was intense 
pressure put on young men to join Australia’s volunteeer army and Gilgandra responded well.  
Young men of the district had been answering the call from the outbreak of War in 1914, and the 
town had been represented on the shores of Gallipoli, where Private Dalmain was killed.

Later in 1915, more and more recruits were needed; first, to make up for the heavy casualties 
being suffered in France, and secondly, to stave off what most patriots regarded as the disgrace of 
conscription.  It was against this very emotional background that the Hitchen brothers thought out 
a plan which would put Gilgandra’s loyalty beyond doubt, and which, in addition, encourage men 
from other towns, to join the AIF.  It was planned that on arrival in Sydney, the men would enlist 
en bloc in the army.  Army authorities were asked to provide tents and clothing for the marchers, 
and the march to be called the Coo-ee March.  However, the army gave the plan a cool reception, 
thinking it would cost too much and they doubted that it would be successful.  Conditions in the 
country in 1915 were vastly different from those today.  Unsealed roads were all dirt, or perhaps, 
in a town, crushed stone or blue metal.  In dry weather, traffic was coincidental with clouds of dust 
and when it rained the roads became a ribbon of mud.   >>>
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Considered against this background a march of 320 miles (515 kms) over those rough roads was a 
much greater undertaking than it would be under today’s conditions.  The feats of cooking, trans-
porting and serving the food provided for the Coo-ees at each camp place, and even assembling 
of welcoming crowds were huge accomplishments.

The march started with a total of 26 men and ended in Sydney with 263.  This resulted in the 
accession of some 230 splendidly equipped soldiers to the ranks of the AIF.

     Sydney Morning Herald on 12th October, 1915
  MARCH TO SYDNEY - GILGANDRA COLUMN
   ENTHUSIASTIC SEND-OFF
“There were enthusiastic scenes at Gilganda on Sunday, when the local batch of recruits started 
on their 320 mile journey to Sydney.  The journey will occupy about a month.  The average daily 
distance travelled will be 10 miles, although on some days from 11 to 18 miles will have to be 
walked to reach a town.  Each town along the route of the march has been invited to secure re-
cruits, and form a unit to fall in with the Gilgandra men.....”

There were various newspaper stories on the progress of the Coo-ee marchers as they proceeded 
towards Sydney.  Towns along the way were included in Sydney Morning Herald stories as they 
arrived in Dubbo, Wellington, Molong, Orange, Blaney, Bathurst, Lithgow, Katoomba, Penrith, 
Parramatta and finally Sydney.  The Army eventually realised the recruiting value of the march, 
(after it was half completed).  Hats, greatcoats, tents - all the equipment that had been refused 
previously were now given generously.

  Sydney Morning Herald - 13th November, 1915
   MARTIN PLACE, SYDNEY
   A MEMORABLE SCENE
“Conquering heroes could not have commanded a more enthusiastic reception that the one which 
must have made the pulse of each route-march recruit throb a beat or two faster as the noon 
chime of the Post-office bells mingled with the blare of brass and the cheering of the thousands in 
the palpitating square.  The Tchaikovsky “1812 Overture” was put in the shade by the gorgeous 
riot of colour and the tempest of sound.  It was the Australian “1915 Overture” celebrating the 
birth of a nation and the rising of Australia’s sons to arms in defence of their country’s freedom.”

The Coo-ee marchers passing through Spring-
wood in the Blue Mountains.

Article produced with extracts from the Aus-
tralian War Memorial Archives and a booklet 
“The Coo-ee March” prepared and published 
by the Gilgandra Museum and Historical Soci-
ety (25/10/2012)
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 Grantley Perry &  Sons
                            Funeral Directors

  A LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY BUSINESS
 With Bryan Perry a Vietnam Veteran available to serve you personally

       CANBERRA-QUEANBEYAN
           & YASS DISTRICTS

      TUGGERANONG  6294 8003
      MITCHELL   6241 4101

             HEAD OFFICE
      12 SANDFORD STREET
      MITCHELL ACT 2911
 
 PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE VETERAN COMMUNITY
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          ANZAC COMMEMORATIONS 2017
  ANZAC AND PEACE CEREMONY.
  THE SUB-BRANCH NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT.
              Wednesday 5th April 2017 at Eddison Park.
         Members of the Sub-Branch are required to assist the Woden and Weston
      Creek schoolchildren attending the Sub-Branch ANZAC and Peace Ceremony
    11:00AM for 11:15AM.  Medals to be worn.
              Convenor Andre Bobets –– Phone 0412 266 047

      Canberra Hospital ANZAC Service
              Wednesday 19th April - 10:15am for 10:30am start
           Veterans’ Remembrance Garden, Canberra Hospital

           ANZAC PINS
         Volunteers are required to sell ANZAC Pins at Woden Plaza
         and Cooleman Court during the week prior to ANZAC Day
      Names to Sub-Branch Office 6285 1931.

                 ANZAC EVE DINNER
       Monday 24th April – 6:00 for 6:30pm – Orion Room CSCC
                      Guests welcome.
  Tickets available from Sub-Branch Office.

                 ANZAC DAY SUB-BRANCH SERVICE.
        Tuesday 25th April – 8:00AM Eddison Park Memorial

               ANZAC DAY MARCH

                 ANZAC Day – Tuesday 25th April – 10:30am

           The President will lead the Sub-Branch Contingent in
                the ANZAC Day March.  Assemble at 10:00am.

      HOSPITALISATION   
        Members without DVA entitlements are asked to let our Sub-Branch Office
          know of impending hospitalisation for themselves or their partner so that
       they can be included on our hospital visiting lists.   
 


